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Attention: Reid E. RPbison - 77
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Gentlemen-,

This is in reply to your letter dated Decer ber 19%
1978, requesting certain documents and information
underlying a Settlement Certificate clated July 21?, 1978,
issued by our Claims Division [Claim Nio. Z-2621106(l)].
In the sett,.lement the Clairas Divi i dn-iUsallowecd a claim
Lor $2,844 filed by your client3 &.LFreigqht; -In-c- in
connection with damaqe to a shim~rl.tovinc unrder
Government bill of ladir.g (GI3L) Nlo. X-'315.917, issued
September 19, 1974.

In your letter, you rely on the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552! 4 C.F.R. 81 and the Federa1
Rules of Civil Procedure in requesting copies of certain
documents.

While 'the Ceneral Account-ing Oflfice Is not subject
to the termas of the Freedora of Informatiorn 2Ct, it is
our policy to m-lake the fullest possible -pulic disclosure
of ri conns cc);i? I %C< t2e t '::: .- th uL. -,f ct ion
and to t-1he extmnt riot prohibited by law. Our regulations
pertaining to "Public 4%va.-lahility of General Accounting
Office Records" appear at 4 C.~FI.P. 91 (1)781). e w ill
retrrard yor rocuc5t .- S t'e'vi''-' ". : '. rgw&:rlt to those
re~juiatiurns. Th0e 1 edleral Pailes of Civil Procedure do
not apeply to the Ceneral AccountA.ij Office.

Your first request is for Oocuments showing the
present whereabouts of '-Jr. .Merril1 Hall, formerly
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transportation officer at Hill Air Force Base, Utah,
now retired. That information is not available here
but may be requested from the'Departinent of the Air Force.

Your second request is for documents supporting
statements contained in the Settlement Certificate dated
July 21, 1973, indicating that the Governrient inspection
upon delivery of the shipment moving under GY3L to. lw-
5315917 showed damage to one of the crates involved and
that the estimated repair cost of this damage was
$3 143.12. enclosed are copies of the following docu-
mentsz nine photogramhs taken of the damaged crate and
contents Department of the Air Force merniorandum dated
January 15, 1975, stating that the estimated repair
costs to the four damaged tanks was $3,143.12; In-
checkers Discrepancy Statement dated September 24, 1974,
indicating that the crate, containing four tanks, arrived
broken, tanks exoosed, and that the amount of damage
would be determined upon inspection of the material
Receiving Dock Inspection sheet dated September 24, 1974,
indicating that the crate arrived broken with the
crated tanks exposed and that the pirpes or tubes appeared
bentT and original GCL 1ao. K-5815917.

Sincerely yours,

Milton Socolar
General Counsel
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