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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED SATES 

WASHINGTON. DC. 2OEd6 w9?3 

The Honorable Ken Hechler 
' House of Representatives 

' Dear Mr. Hechler: 

On September 2, 1975, you forwarded for our consideration a 
copy of a letter from one of your constituents which requested us to 
inquire into.the practices for expending Federal highway funds in 
West Virginia. You requested information on comparing amounts of 
Federal highway funds allocated to Mingo County and other counties in 
West Virginia. We subsequently agreed with your office to determine 
the amounts of Federal highway funds obligated in each West Virginia 
county for fiscal years 1966 through 1975 and, to the extent information 
is readily available, analyze obligations in terms of population, 
Federal aid mileage, and Federal highway taxes paid. 

Although the Federal Highway Administration apportions or allocates 
Federal highway funds to the States as prescribed by law, the selection 
of highway projects for which the funds are obligated is largely deter- 
mined by the States. Accordingly, we did not inquire into West Virginia's 
practices for selecting the highway projects funded. 

The Highway Administration computer summary, "Federal Aid Highway 
Projects Authorized in West Virginia from July 1, 1965 through June 30, 1975," 
shows that about $26.8 million, or 1.6 percent, of the $1.6 billion of 
Federal highway funds obligated in West Virginia were for highway projects 
in Mingo County. According to Bureau of the Census figures for July 1, 1974, 
Mingo County's population was 33,500, or 1.9 percent of the State's total. 
Mingo County has 1.6 percent--223 miles--of the Federal aid highway 
mileage in the State. 

We did not analyze the funds obligated on the basis of Federal aid 
highway taxes paid by the counties because such information was not 
readily available within the Highway Administration, the West Virginia 
Department of Highways, or the West Virginia State Tax Department. 
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Enclosed are schedules showing (1) amounts of Federal funds 
obligated for Federal aid highway projects in each West Virginia county 
for fiscal years 1966 through 1975, (2) an analysis of this information 
for each county in terms of population and Federal aid mileage, and 
(3) an analysis of Federal funds obligated by Federal-aid highway 
programs in Ml'ngo County only for the lo-year period. 

Sincerely yours, 

/2 7. km- 
DEPUTY Comptroller Genera? 

of the United States 
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Fiscal 
Year 

1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 

lo-year total 
Federal funds 

$ 13,464 

19,405 

1,428,800 

$1,461,669 $57,378 

ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL FUNDS OBLIGATED 
FOR FEDERAL AID HIGHWAY PROGRAMS IN’fdINGO COUNTY 

BY FISCAL YEARS 1966 THROUGH 1975 

Secondary 

$- 

57,378 

I Mingo County's 
Percentage of 
State Totals 2.5 .2 = 

Mingo County population 

Amount 
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33,500 

1.3 g 
Percent of State total 
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Mingo County Federal aid mileage 223.4 1.6 
1. Primary 
2. Secondary 
3. Urban 
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$ - 
378,161 

1,276,204 
6,491,207 
2,889,742 

76,340 
864,786 

6,238,850 
26,076 

5,900,491 - 
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4. Appalachian 
a-/ Rural Primary program included. 
b/ Bureau of the Census estimate for July 1, 1974. 
c/ Mileage is also included in Primary mileage. 
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Totals - 
Mingo 

$ 13,464 
378,161 

1,279,966 
6,491,207 
2,889,742 

76,340 
884,191 

6,498,601 
551,856 

7,689,880 

$1,092,504 $26,753,408 

(4.7) 


