
The Gcncrnl Accounting Off ice currently is conducting a 
rcvicw of the adequacy of the cnforccmcnt of the housing reg- 
ll&ltio~lr; in the Dis. tri. G.-t. __ ox,., .CqYJj$b i a ky ~~~~%q!jS :IFY7EiX2”3*Y6n , /,_ 
D c ~nlmllm,;-., 0 C .-._ lkx.n~.~i~i~c, Dy.~~l ?pmcn t . We have cx;lmincd into 
the adcquncy of the District’s efforts to protect residents 
by identify ink; and eliminating poisoning hazards resulting 
Krom the USC of lead-based paint in rcsidcntial dwellings in 
the District. 

We rcvicwcd the basic- regul.ntions, pcrtincnt corrcspon- 
dc”?lce, n~ld statistical records 31~p~.iCa~Jlc to planniIig , exccu- 
tioll, and cnferccmt~nt of: the Di.strict ilousing Code and, in 
I)ll 1. tiCu! 3r, CoJnJll; I; ioncr ‘ s Order No. 70-11.1. whj ch amended 
sectio,ls of tlic ho1lsi.ng code rclat ive to the USC: of lead 
paint on cxpr-lscd iritcrior surfnccs of diVclliny,s, 

The orclcr places rcsponsj.bil.ity on the ilousing Division 
<or sccur i Ir;: spcc-imcns of prlint, plaster, or structural mnte- 
rials when inspection discloses flaking, pccl.ing, chipped, or 
loose paint or other cvidcncc i.nd i cnting that there may bc a 
hazard. If xn nn;rlys.iis of the sccurctf specimens reveals the 
prcscncc of lcad or it5 co~lj~ou~id:; in 3 quantity in excess of 
1 pcrccnt by wci.ghI’ or in n quantity otherwise sufficient to 
consti tutc: 2 haz;1rd to hca l-r.11 , the> Director of the Department 
of Economic Dcvclo~;mcnt i.!; rcquircxcl to notify the inhabitants 
of the dwc! II ing and to ordc:- the owficr of the dwe1.I ing ci tl,3r 
(1) to tcrl;~lI,;itc oCcup:~~~Cy or (zj LCI i-emovc materials con- 
t;tininr, JL~:.I(I or its compounds; or, ~thcrwi>~t~:9 to cover such 
i.ntcri or :>LIr faces that const:i tutc 2 h;~ziird, 

I,catL poi5oning is a scr i ous end sometimes f:kt.al illness 
i;cncrally affecting cllilclrc~i ngcd .I to 6 years. Tlic princi - 
pal. cnusc of: this type of poisoni no; is tllc ingestion of lcad- 
based paint from wall:; a~ld woodwo~-1, of old and dil:lpidntcd 
Jwcllings. Prior to 194 0 lcxd pigment pai~lts comonly wcrc 
usc!d as interior house paints. hhny of the clwcllin~;:: in 



wllich this paint was usctl arc now in a stntc of disrepair and 
the paint ir; peeling arid flaking. Moreover District inspec- 
tors have found lead-ba:;etl paint in rcccntly built dwellings. 

Kcccnt st-udics on tllc lead-Jjoisonin~ problem in the Dis- 
trict have been conductccl by the Public Services Laboratory 
of the Gcorgctown Univcrsi t-y. The laboratory has estimated 
that 28 ,000 housing units in the Distri.ct arc in such a state 
of dilapidation and deterioration as to make them lead haz- 
ards. It has cstimatcd also that 2O;OoO young children are 
exposed to the lead hazards in t.hcse dwellings each year, 
that, of these 20,000 children, 120 will appear at District 
hospitals with acute symptoms of Icad poisoning, and that, of 
these children, 30 will have suffered brain damage. 

The laboratory estimated further tllat, of each year’s 
live births in the District, 19 to 80 chil!lren will bccomc 
mentally retarded, 41 to 173 will suffer brain damage, and 
339 to 1,43.0 wiI.l suffer some impairment from the insidious 
c.ffccts of 1c:rcl J~oisoning bcforc their, sixth birthday. The 
costs associated with the instit~ltionnlizntion of a mentally 
rctardcd child for life were csi imatcd at $250,000. 

Dr. Laurence Finberg, professor of pediatrics o Albert 

/ Einstein College of bicdicinc, in testimony before the Select Lt-r’c-’ 
‘- j Committee on Nutrition and fluman Nocds, U.S. Scnatc, in Scp- 

tembcr 1970 doscribed lead poisoning as being the worst I\ 

scourge, CxCcpt for the nUto!liobj lo and the trauma of birth, 
for infants living in lnr,gc cities in this country. 

It i.s well recognized that the problem of housing blight 
and deterioration in the D; St.i'iCt rcprescnts 3 sigriif icant 
challenge to tJ)c District Golrei-nllicnt and that, with the ljm- 
i ted rcsourccs currently available to apply to this problem, 
it will ho difficult to ‘ir,:mcdiatctly cli.minntc all risk of 
Iced-based paint poi.c,oning tJ1at no;:r exists. WC belieVC, hOW- 
cvcr, that strong code ellforccmcnt is needed, 

Our review sltowod that Jlousing inspectors p,cncrally 
did not inspect for lcad haz:LIrds during rcquircd annual 
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Our rev icw sho~~:c~l t.hat nl>nut 800 cases of child lencl- 
pa i n t p 0 i so n i n I; had hccn rcfcrrccl to the Ilousing l)ivi.sion for 
corrcctivc action during the period April 1970 through July 
1971. ?‘hc mnjori.ty of thcr,c casts had been rcfcrred by the 
I)cpnrtmcnt of i111m;111 Rcsourccs. Of these 800 cases, 419 had 
resultcbd in the Ilousing Division’s issuing orders to owners 
of the ~!wcllings to correct lead hazards and the remaining 
ca5cs hn3 bccrl rcrcrred for purposes other than dclcading. 
Of t.hc: 419 ardors i :ixucd, ?llc ilousing Division rcportcd that 
285 lix,! J-c~,ul 1 :*d j n Lhc owncrrr; ’ dc1endin.g the dwcl ling:,--that 
iS , t hc IIo,~:;ir?i; nivisi on col,::idcrcd .t-hc cast aI);lted - -*?IA~ the 
rr:1,,:i i i1.i.llp, 134 c3scf; ei thcr V;C;‘C still pending or wcrc closed 
for nno thcr rca5on. ‘I’hc abatcmcnt of 3 case, howc1~cr9 dots 
not ncccssarily mcnn that a dwcll:ing is free of Icad, In 
many C;ISCS, on1 y tllat portion oi‘ a wall or ceiling cited ns 
flaking or peeling has I)ccn rcpaircd and thus nbatcd. 

We randomly sclectcd s for 3 dct:iilcd analysis, a sample ’ 
of GO cnsc:; of child lcad-p2in1: poisoning: that had been rc- 
icrrcd by the Accident l’rovcntion I?ivision, 11cpnrtmcnt of 
liuman Rcsourccs , to the tiousing Uivi:;.ion Ior corrective ac- 
tion. Gcncrxlly such rcf(‘rrnls involved children who hnd 
hccn sc2~cc!nccI for lcad po i m-!i11l‘: and ha3 been found to have 
a corlccntrntion of 4 0 Inicrop,r:Imt; or ~nol-c of 1~~~~1 per 100 Inil- 
lilitcrs of whole blood or othcrwisc 11atl hccn diagnosctl medi - 
cnlly as having Icad poi.soning. c 

Our analysis of the: GO cases showed that, at st\vcn of 
the involvc!d dwell incr, , suhscrlllcnt lead-poi.soni~~g cases had 
tlcvclopod af tcr tlic dvrt:I I in)!:; hat1 t)ccn in~pcctctl and reported 
clenrcd of the lend hn zni-tl by the flousing Division’s Lcarl 
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