
DECISION 
TH. COMPTAOLL.A ca.N.AAL 
OF TH. UNIT.O STAT •• 

WASHINGT ON , O . C . 20!!54B 

B-188842 
ore 6 1977 

FILE: 

MATTEA OF: 

DIGEST: 

DATE: 
Muter Sera_lit John W. P. Gallaiher. 
USAF. R oIired 

I. AD Air Force member received travel 
allowance. for hi. depeadenta' travel to 
Watertord. New York, which he cert!
ned .. hIa home of aelection incldellt 
to hi. retlremellt. Subsequeotl,y. he 
traveled to Isfahan. Iran, tor which h. 
clalma travel allowances as travel to 
hIa home or 8electlon. SIIIce la!ahan 
appears to be hIa actual hom. or 
.electlon he I. eotlUed to mil..,,, 
aU .... ance to the appropriate UDited states 
'port of embarkation, IIOt to exceed the 
mll_ae he actuaU,y traveled. l .. a the 
amoullt he received for hIa depeadenta' 
travel to Watertord. However. h. is not 
entlUed to reimbursement tor elr fare to 
lraIl becaue such travel was IlOt arranaed 
by a trallaportatlon orncer; It waa on a 
'torelan carne.., .ad It appearl that It waa 
not at bt. perloua1 e~nal!. 

2. BIltlUemellt to travel ."pe",e. to • hom. of 
uloctlon upon retirement II • rlaht which 
accrues to the member 0Il1,y. and no rlaht 
accrue ••• paratel,y for hIa de pendenis' 
travel to a separate home of .electlon. 

Thta action I. In re. ponse to carre.poadenee from 
Sera ..... t John W. P. Gallaiher. USAF. Rolired. :JliIUi 
wherein he a.&~all our Clalma Dlvlalon aetUement 
1978. which all .... ed hIa claim for relmbur.emellt to 
hia home of .electlon (Isfahan. Iran). incident to hia retirement 
from the UDited stat .. Air Force 011 November I, 1874. 

The record abow. that by order dated September 12. 1874. the 
member wu retired from active duty In the Air Force effective 
November I, 1974. at Homestead Air Force Baae. Florida. hIa last 
permanent duty atatlon. 
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l4cldem to hi. r.tirement. Serceut GIll.per 811bmlttecl a travel 
_ell ... (00 PDrm 1.351-4) for b1a dependema' travel by private auto
molI11e perfDJ'Dlecl dariDa October 18 10 28, IIT4, from.aoa A Oqmpll, 
HOIIletltaad Air Force Ba .. , Florida, to 12 Dover Placo, Waterford, 
New Yon. TlUa _eIIer awed that tho mil_lie allowaace e1.imecl 
... lor d.pe..s .... • trevel floom laat permanent Illation to 110m. of 
.electloa to eatahilab a bolla fide reeldonce. The _cher, alaned 
and nbtDlttad b, serp&iil CilliiJIer 011 November 1. 1874, _. paid on 
th. baala !If b1a c.rUtlcationm the aJJlDllJlt !If '182.11 on NOYember I, 
18T4, by th. DI.abaraIJIi otHcer at Homeatead Air Force Baae. 

Thereafter, ill February 18TS the member .ubmltted a vow:her 
(00 Form ISH-I) .. a claim 10 the AIr Foree for hi. "retirement travel 
pIJ" liatillll Waban. lraJI, a. hi. 110m. !If .eloetillJl iIIcld ... t to retlre
mODi. The Air PDrc. Acc:ouatillll aDd Fillallce Comer forwarded the 
claim 10 DUI' Cilim. DtYlaion .. a doa.btl\Il claim. 011 the baale that 
pa.ymem for the depend .... • travel to Waterford, N .... Yorll, .. bome 
!If •• leetioa taeldem to tho m.mber·. retirement, h.od already been 
made. 

By •• ttlemem elated AprtllS, 1878, .... r Claim. DIYleIoa dtMUowed 
th. member'. claim lor trevel allowaJlce lor tra ... 1 perfDJ'Dlecl clurillll 
th. pariod December 8 10 21. 18T4, 10 'mb 'll, lraJI, .. b1a 110m. !If 
•• lectloa. 9Qcb "1N1l0_. _. premtaecl 011 tho baaIa that travel 
~JlCo. h.od be .. paid lor bla dependanta' tre ... 1 to W.terford, New 
York. .. tha mlllllber· ....... e !If •• Iectl,pll. and that ncb •• lectloll wee 
Irrnocabl. l1JIder pareerepb M415l-Jaf!lf the Joint Travel Beplatione • . ~ 

In b1a roquee! for reconaideratiollo the member a .. orte that be .1>1>
mlttecl th. ortpnal travel VOIICber lIatillll W.torlbrd, New YDriI. .. 
110m. !If .. I.ction ba.ed 011 bad advice from tho c_Udated base per
.,.,Mi !lfllc. (CBPO) becaue b1a wite 11M j1Ie! h.od major .urI • ..,. and 
COIIId not be illvolvecl ill movilli. Ho comend. that, ill _y event, be 
per.,., ... u, bad IIOt •• Iected • 110m. ""ttl be ttlad for hi. travel to 
,-toM ... Ira ..... hi. home of .electloll illcldent to reUremODi. and that 
b. baa JIOt b_ relmbtsroed for aucb travel. Tho member lIenera1l,y 
cit •• Air Fore. Pamphlet (AJ'P) 211-1-12 in .upport of hi. claim, and 
otr ..... that latah .... Iran. w .. the ooJ.r bome of .el.ctloll cIIo.en by 
him iIIcldem 10 b1a retirement. 
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Secllo ... '04(C~ 'OS(I>{bt title 37. Uldted st.t .. Cod. UI"O). 
provld. tMt ....... r.plati ..... pr.""rlbed .., tho Secretarie. con-
c.rDed ............ 110 b retired ID tho eire_lICe. d .. crlbed may 
•• 1ect .110 ... for tho pvpo ••• of trevel .od traJlllportetiOll .IdW.-
...... 11 u.. .. lectlotli. made 1I1tIdn 1 year of retiremODt. U. b 
1Il.1l .UIIIorbed trevel ud traJlllportetiOll for him .. lf. hi. depeDd.llta 
.... 110_11014 olfoeta to tho IIome .elected. 

Fa,.,... ..... 15I/l.t Vohlaa. 1. JolIlt Tra.".l a.plallo ... (lJTR). 
III .Ifoct .t tloe tim. lIere ID'fOlved ud lmpl-eJltiJlC • ..,tion '04(e ~f 
title 17. Uldted aate. Cod •• proWl .. ID _para .... pIIa 1& ud 2a 
lltet • lII_b ... OIl active dutt wbo b retired -1 .. lect hi. IIomo aDd 
lie •• itled to _.".1 ud trauportetiDll allowaIIC_ tIIemo f ...... hi. 
lUt cIut)' atatloll· wllblJll ,.ar aft.r t.l'III1IIatiOll of active d,,\y. Para
....... 1170lO-la;f1 .ITa. co ... lu tile provUl_ .lltborisiaC til. travel 
01 d."nd .... to lIJello ••• elected .., tile m....-... ID aceOl'dallc. wltII 
paravapll '''lSI.", loa tIIb .... peet. AJr.""1x J.n .ITa. deflae8 "bome 
01 •• lection" .. ued ID u.. .. repla ... to ._ tile pIac •• elected 
.., Ill. ",.mb.r .. hi. 110",. "pGI1 r.tire .. ... 

TIl. porpoa. of tho befo ... -",ealloned .tatuteo aDd ... platio ... i. 
to .Iltborlae travel .t 00""1'IIIIl_ npe_ tor & m ....... r ud Ilia ".p __ .ad traMportetlDll 01 -.elIo1d iGOd. to the plac ... b .... 
be .... te reald. fo1lcnrlDl ... tI ... ",.... UIll ••• lltet plac ..... beeo 
oelected aDd trevel to it tor IIlat pIrpoII ........... performed. 00 
rtpt to t9'ftl &ad trauportetlDll allow...,_ ace...... S .. U Comp. 
0 ... 7T'fUllT). loa tIIb eOllJlectloo, it i. to lie DOied IIlat tile . 
... itl ...... to rec.ift t ..... t .ad trauportatloo "",...... upGI1 retir.-
_. b • rilbt wtalcll ace ..... to tile memller oDIn ., riabt ace .... 
te Ilia cI.,.... .. ta cIlroc'tt. Paym_ for dep ___ ".,1 aDd _-

. portatioo of boa.bold iGOd. m .... b. buod Oil tile memb .... 0 eolWe
....... T ...... fo ...... II ..... IIome .... been eelected &ad the depeDd
.... t .... el to tllat Joc:.tioo. bolt the member t ... ".,l. to aoother 
Joc:eIIoa aDd .... _1 ... th ..... peym_ of tr.vel ud traJlllportetlOil 
a1low&ac .. of the m.mber &ad hi", d.peDdeeta to til •• el.eted locatio~ 
la __ rbed. See B-WU'., May lIJ, .uTI, 52 Comp. 0 ... 2012y 
017211 &ad , .. erall\r 56 Comp. G .... 1~75). 

The member C
'
• im• retmburaemeat lor h.l8 trayel to ht. bome of 

•• Ioctioo 011 lila ba.la of hi •• lated itio .... 17 of _eeteacr,-)rloricla. 
to Dallao. T.,.. •• .., printe aJltomobilllJ tIIen .., commercW plane to 
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New York. New Yorkl Parill. FraDCel Tehran, lraII,I and lafAban. 
1I1In. aa hIa alated home of election. R.elmburaemeat I. claimed 
In amount. of *799.34 and $23.73 for the air travel. and alao 
$5. 50 for millce1lalleoua baga.,e cbargea III connectlnn therewith. 
Amon8 tbe document. submitted here lIleupport of tbe member's 
claim are cop". of airline tickets iasued by Air France and Iran 
Netlonal Alrllnea coverlni the member'. travel from Dallas. Texas. 
to Iofaban• Iran. 

It Ia not cle ... from tbe member'. Itinerary why he traveled from 
Home.tead. Flortda. to Dalla .. Tena. III order to travel overaeu 
to Iran. Nor 18 tbere 1.D11ndlcatlon of when and how his dependeGta 
traveled to lefaban. Iran. and tbe expenaea he iDcurred for $\leh 
traval. 

In any event, Ibe "",mber ill quite correct III hIa ""8ertlon that 
Waterford. N_ YorI< ........ t hIa hom. of .electloa for travel 
allnwance •• lI1nce he did ... t travel there incident to hill retirement. 
_. by the same tol ..... he did certify that tbe travel of hie del"'.Jd
ont. to Waterford _. tor tbe pw'P>"e of ealabJjahlDl a 
realdence at that home of .electlon. IlIId he reeebed 
tbelr travel"" well buill. Aa .... alated previously. rlcbt to 
travel expon ••• upon retirement ill a rlcbt which accrue. to tbe 
member onlYI no rlsbt accruea to hi. dependent. and poyment for 
dep_ent travel DlIIIIt be _d on the member'. ealiUemeat •• 

.. ' In line with tbe member' .... erlton of,,his own "bome of .electlon" 
travel to latahan. Iran. pora,rapQJ4ill8.'fI JTR. provld .. tbat a 
member travellnllll!der permaneal change of station ordera (includl.nil 
aeporatlon from tbe .emce or relief trom active duty) to. from. or 
between polllt. outalde Ibe United Statee which ordera did not specify 
croup travel or direct tranl by a speci1\c mode of tr&llllportatlot> 
will be entitled to. 

"~. tranaportatlon by Government aircraft or veuel. Il 
available. otherwi.e Government procured tran.
port.tlot> or relmburaement for traruJportatloll pro
c .... ed at peraonai exponae for the tranaoceanic 
travelillvolved (aee subper. 4) * * *" 
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amparagrapb 4~f M4159. 1 JTR. in .Uect at the time of the tra~.l 
to Iran. provided for reimbursement for the cost of transoceanic 
travel performed at E1rOOnal :xpe!!!Ie wh"n Government tranapor
tattoo was not ava.J.laD e. 

AFP 2ll-1-1.2. cited by the member. 11 not a statutory regulation. 
but implement. the controlling Joint Travel Regulattona and ouUinea 
procedurae to be followed by a reltred member in securing Govern
ment traASportaUoD to an overaeaa home of selection. There is no 
indicatton or al8ertlon that the member attempted to secure 
Govenment tranaportation for blmsell or bis dependents to Iran. or 
that requeet w" made by the member for order. authorizing suah 
overo.u tra".L Alao. theN II no showing that Government trans
portation would IIOt have been available had it been requestec!. In 
fact. there i. IIQIDO Indication. that the member'. trovel to Iran was 
charlled to aDd arranlled by BeU Helicopter Internattonal incident to 
the member'. employment in Iran. 

The member'. Air Franc. ticket ([are $199.34) iuued on Decem
ber 13. 1914 •• bow. that It 18 endorsed to BeU Helicopter Inter
nattonal for travel from Dalla. to TohraD. Several r eceat decillons 
by our Office involved sltuattons where retired military memh<>ra. 
htrlJd shortly after thsir military retirements by a civilian amployer-
Ball Helicopter loternatlonat. loc. --bad their travel expea.oes from 
the United State. to I.faban and Tehran. Iran. eIther provided or paid 
for by Be~elICopter loternationaL 55J.Comp. Gen. 761-ttIUSh 
B-I84&01. ebruary 11. 1918; B-182900.fFebruary 28. 1976; and 
B-185732. March 23. 1916. lo those declsl"". it was beld. generally. 
that members, who on reti.rem~t, tra velad to homes ot selection in 
Iran. and were reimburoed for traVel expenae. by Ball Helicopter 
International. were not entitled to reimbursement of travel expenses 
by the Government. since the travel walil not performed a.t personal 
expense a. required by applicable r egulations. 

Wt! also note that the portions of the member's travel trom New 
York to Tehran and then on to lafaban were performed on foreign 
flag airlln.e--Atr Frenee and Iran National Airlines. Under the 
provisions of 1 JTR. paragrapb M2150~cbange 248. October 1. 1973) 
in effect at the time of th~ m ember's travel. the use at aircralt of 
United Stat • • registry was r equired. unless a determination was 
made by a transportation omcer or other appropriate oUker that 
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wch aircraft were not available. No ouch determloat1lln _s made 
14 thla c... . Tberefore. reimbursement for the portioD of the . 
member' .. travel on the for-eli" airline. would DOt be autborl:<~ in 
...,. e .. ent. Se. B-179ol4S.,{September 21. 1.973; aad B-150187., 
May 12. 1978. 

'. 

S1IIce the record before thla omcs ebow. that the member <lid 
perform travel to lafabaD, lran, and baa continued to re.ld. there. 
wch locat1lln may b. accepted aa bls home of .elect1lln for tho pur
pose of hi. peraonallravel. Bowever. in vi8W of the ctrCllm.8tancea 
dlacua.ed above. bI. Iravel rights would be llmited to a m1leaae 
a11o_nc. for the d1Jrtance betwe.n Homestead. Florida. and the. 
appropriate eut cout port of embarkaUon for overaeas travel to 
Iran. which the Air Force baa Ind1caty I. New York in this C"". 
not to exceed the acll1al dlatanc. the member trave)ed from . 
Hom.~ead to ,!lalla ••. I JTR. parasrapba M4159-lfatld M4l$O-I. 
and B-184507.,.February17. 1976. . 

Reprd1lls the am"",,1:< paid for lra ... 1 of the member'. depead
ent •• It appears that they bave Jo1lled him 1IIlran, HI. antillement 
to relmbur .. ment for their travel may be baaed upoll conatrucUve 
travel alm1lar to that autborlaed (or the member. That lao not to 
e""eed travel from Hom_ead. Florida. to N iIW York. Ihe port of 
embarkation. Paymellt. for allowable travel of the member and hla 
dependents as a\llborl:<ed here1ll will b. subjecl to setolf of the. pay
ment. already made for the depeDi~_' lravel to Waterford. N. w 
York. , 

Settlement will be iasued on \be baats of the .bove 111 due courae. 

ItS. 1~uER 

Comptroller General 
of tho United Slate. 
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