
COMPTROLLER OENERAL OF THE U N m Z > STATES 

WASHifiaTcm. D - C . I O B M 

FEB B 1978 >xi539s,33 

I'he fionorable iVoti«rt s . Micnei 
Bouse of l i ep resen ta t ives 

Oear Mr- Mlchal: 

Iftis r e p l i e s to your l e t t e r of Jnnuarv i9^ 1978, in whicr. 
you recaes t sd our opinion whstiier tne Gepartrrtent o t I^abor i'uOh) 
wlolat«<9 the I-cnoundPtSAt Co::troi Act oi 1S74 wb.an i t ?J11OWI?O 

not i fying the Congress of i t s in ten t ionE con.cerninq tr.e use oL 
th« lunds or pro^osin? ^ r s sc ipa io r . thereof . 

The sub jec t funf5s wer* provioed to enable -ihU to ije-sin 
development of a job vacancy survey. 'XTxe funds ver^s irttende.^ 
to r rov ide 30 p o s i t i o n s to nerr^it HtiS to launch ?. cu lo t ^rr»-

dasiqned to tJ^st the concepts -rind r.ethod-
ology necessary for the c o l l e c t i o n of data 
requi red to ^leveloo Tronthly e s t l T o t e s of 
na t iona l job vacancies anc? job vacancies 
according to occupat ion an.3 r^^rlon. See 
IKR. ReT>. V5-66r i^i'th C o m . , 1 s t Sent-, 10 
(1977) ; and 3 , *<ep. S5-5£, Sf^th C o m . . 
1s t Sees , 17-15 (1^77) . 

Although the $500*000 for the jofc vacancy fas r^ ib i l i ty 
atudy waa appropr ta tec in ?Uy 1977, BLS told us the t the Of t i c s 
of Manaaeaent and huKioet (0MB) 51d-Tx«t approve i t s retiueat to 
a l l o c a t e to the Buxesu ad<5itional p o s i t i o n s £cr the procirar^., 
Thia i s a f ac tua l T^atter in d i s p u t e . Otiri t o l a >JE tha t OOL Vi-
not reques t a personnel ceiliri^-j Increase r s l ^ t s d to u t i l i s i i t ; 
the/$5do ,0(>0 for the job vacancy £ e a s i b i l i t y ztvxcy, i r t b i s 
regAcd. we are not sure t n a t the d i spu te can be resolved s ince 
th^re Riay ix)t be aocU'Seitatiofi a v a i l a b l e supportin:? e i ther -̂hS 
or/ 9ii£« Accorainglyf r̂̂ d in view of tfte l i i a i tea ti-^^ svei i f tc le 
t^ i'espond to your r e q u e s t , we ciici oot ette?fipt to resolve the 
/ i i ^ u t e . i^oreover, no ourposs voulo be served Ir. tereps of th?, 
*«Spundment Control r^ct by oursuin^ t n i s Xiatter since the furris 
hftvJa a l ready lacsec!. 
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Despite what i t clainis to riave teen -an unsuccessful 
at tempt to get a;5ditional o o s i t i o n s , B1*S,. n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
<3etailed three employees to work on tne p r o j e c t , ^iowever, 
the s a l a r i e s and expenses of these i n d i v i d u a l s were not 
underwri t ten by the nay 1977 app rop r i a t i on of $500,000. 

8L3 told us t ha t i t a l so wanted to con t r ac t out the 
job vacancy t e a s i b i l i t y study to the Conference Boar^, a 
p r i v a t e o r c a n i z a t i o n t h a t had done so.^e v/ork ir- the a rea -
because p o s i t i o n s were not a v a i l a b l e in 5LS to c a r r y out the 
program beyond the three cletailef^. in t h i s connect ion , BLS 
contemplated a so le source award to the Conference Doarci and 
the Board was asKed to d r a f t for ELS a con t r ac t to review the 
qua l i ty* comoositionr and coinprehensiveness of data the JSoard 
had a l r eady developed re^ardiaq "?ob vacancies anc to study tne 
fea5}ibi l i ty of adding occupat iona l infor i ra t ion to the inde* . 
Despite i t s reques t r BLS never received a con t r ac t Dropo«eal 
to do the work fron* the Conference 3oard. 

The funds v^ere not ob l iga ted as of the i ? s t date of t h e i r 
a v a i l a b i l i t y . September 3G, 197"3 , and they rever ted to thp 
t r e a s u r y under 31 U.S.C. ? G l [ a ) ( 2 ) . Bi.S said t ha t i t dia ro t 
n o t i t y the Congress of the lapse oi: the $500,000 and did not 
propose a r e s c i s s i o n of the funds because i t was expect inq 
the Conference Board to subirit a con t r ac t Tjroposal oefore the 
end of f i s ca l year 1977. 

In view of the inforirat ion c u r r e n t l y svai la&le to us wo 
cannot conclude t h a t BLS was not i n t e r e s t e d In u t i l i z i n a the 
budget a u t h o r i t y or t ha t the Bureau considered the funds 
excese to t h e i r needs in connection with iniplejientin^ a job 
vacancy f e a s i b i l i t y s tudy. Thus* we do not conclude t h a t 5LS' 
ac t ions c o n s t i t u t e d an unreported irapoondFtent of the Duaqet 
a u t h o r i t y . Based upon the infortJiation ar\6 docui^ientation we 
have obtained in t h i s ir-atter we be l i eve ELS was i n t e r e s t e d 
in i rp lement ing the job vacancy study and in u t i l i z i n a the 
$500,000 provided t h e r e f o r . 

Separa te and apar t from tne iTnpoundTPent Control Act 
is jue ra i sed by your l e t t e r , we do be l ieve t ha t BLî  could 
hive avoided some of the apparent Tnisunderstandim reqardinq 
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i t s handling of the funds and ef for t s to iiuplement the pro-
gr^tn had i t kept the appropriate CoiRmittees and Members of 
the Congress abreast of the s ta tus of i t s e f f o r t s . 

ne hope the foregoing will be of assis tance to you. 

Sincerely yours. 

0lGSm)) EIJwER B. STAATS 

Comptroller General 
of the 'Jnited States 
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