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Mrestor of Audits

fmference is nuds 0 nemorandun froa the cting .ssociate Director,
Division of Audits, dated Peorvary 28, 1992, forwacding a letisr from
the Commissioner of Reclanaticn dated February 20, 1952, with enclosuras,
in reply to & letter written pursuant to B-107165-C.k., of Junuary 21,
1952, relative to the propristy of certaln expenditures by tos Bureau
of Mclamation in connecticn with the cslishration referred to us the
*Contral Valley water Festival."

It appears frou the memorandom of the formor Uorporsticn Audite
Division, dated Deceaber i, 1951, snd othar pepers in the-fils, that
the featival was bLilt arcund the dedicatlon by the Secretary ol the
Intarior of tha pmping plant ab Tracgy, California, and the release of
irrigatlon water fric Shasta Dm on Augnst 1, 19513 that the festival
was marked wilh regatiss, spusches, barbequus, parsdes and pageants;
and $hat the Burem of Sclamation, Regicn 1I, in arranging for ihe
oblabration, nade expenditures from the appropristion *Construction
awl Bhabdilitation, Burem of Hecleaation® for the esploymant of per-
wommel, publie relatiens, trawl, airplanaihire, sonsivucticm of Iloatls,
speakers’ slands, bleschers, photg(-aphlc blowpps, diorses depicting
the Central Valle, project, snd other siscellanecus axpenses at g cost
of spproximately $60,000.

In Justificstion of the quesiicned expenditures, the loauiss.oner
of Seclmation, in letter of Rebruary 20, 1952, states that the Bureau
becans an sotive particizant in the State's program wien it bacase
o that the President of the United States indicated his intention
of dedicating the Trecy pumping plant; that the zatter of providing
sleguate [acilities for him conveniencs, in sccordance with recorvenda~
tions of the Secret Service and at the Burezu'a sxpense, was inforually
disoussed with eprerenistives of this (fflice, wiw advised that Lieie
was mapls prececent for such dedicatlon expeaditurex, and that a :
vessonsble expendi ture would not be cbjected to; amd that in participate
ing in ths cadletraticn and dediostion cerencaies to the extent of
over-all expenditures appruxinating $06,506.50, tw Puresu took advant-
age of the state-wide nature of the cslebration to infom the psople
of Califormia as to the accouplishment and osperantion of the cospleted
part of the Cemtral Vailsy project ss well as that part thereel atill
uneoapleted, under its siatitory autharily, ameng cother things to
(1) spand project construct cn funde to disseninate information cone
cerning project plans end pro.rama, and (2) perfore sry and all acts
that may be nscessary mmd propwr for the purpose of carrying the pro-
visions of Heclanstion lsw into full ferce end effect.



B-107T165-0 i

Dedicatlion serecony has boea commectsd with the oconstruction of
publi¢ buildings and public sorks frox time ismemerisl snd sy sxpenses
mlrnr indi{dent thersto are generally chargeable %o the appropeiation

6:.1‘&0 building or works. A=88307; August 21,

M., Ausm 29, 1938; A Gy, Jmuary 12, 1939;.

B-:I.‘I.Bﬂ;, dugast 26, 1940} ef. 7 Coap. Dec. 317 33, thus, it is clear
that the charging of the sppropriation, *LAI0E61 Construction wnd
Tahebllitation, Burem of Beclasation,” with wxpend:ituces in ressonabls
amount directly relatad to the dedicatien ceremcnies was proper. And
while it is net showa what part of the expenditure of $h6,506,50 per-
tained to the Bucems's participatien in the festival, axpenditires in
comettion therewith were sdainisiratively reparded s necessaxy and
sppropriate for the pnrposes of the Central Villey project. In the
circamstances amd having regard for the Meclanation laws cited in the
Coamlssionarte letter, particularly the authority to use Reclanstion
appropriations to prepare and disseminets usefol inforw tion, includiog
regobdings, photographs, smd photographie prints, etc., it would ap-
poar that such sxpenditures ngy be considered rar & purpose within
the purdll' of Iu cited stalutory authorily snd therefore propurly:

uj; appropristion, See 7 Comps Usn. 3575410 1d, 282;717 id,
97h; t-um.s ﬂtp‘l’-ilbtr 8, 15kl B-51077, “Septaxber L, 19%5.

'Accordingly, and for the ressons statsd above, this Office is not
required o obJoct to the expenditures under oursideration, and the
natter need not be further gquestioned.

Frank I, Yates

Aeting Cowmptroller Csnaral
of the tnited States
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