COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES i

WASHINGTON -’,
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The Honorsble,
The Seoretary of Agriculture,

Reference is had to your letter of Cetober 1L, 1976, as fol=
lows:

"Upen rere cccesions this Lepartment has roguested a person
vho is not & Govermmemt officer or enployee to come to “ashingten,
Dels, to confer upen offieial satters, In every ease it is ad~
ministratively deteradoned by this office, in advence, that such
conferenses are absclutely nescssary to sccomplish the work undere
taken, This prastice has wet with the approval of your oifice
(A=20,719, December 12, 19€7s L C.G. 2813 8 C.6. L65).

"1t now appears highly desirable to reguest epproval of the
prectice of inviting private perscns to confer with chiefs of bu=
reaus or other officials st places other than Gashington, i.L, =
several recent occasions it would have leem wost helpful as well as
sconomical if the Lepartasemt could have invited several scientists
to confer with chiefs of bureaus at ome central point rather then re-
guire those officials 0 visit a mmber of different cities to comler
with the scientists individually. The advantages of & group mesting
were alse therely lost,

"fhere is attached a proposed parsgraph which it is desired

to sutstitute for Faregraph 33 of the Regulations of this lLepart-
ment, | dosire to esphasize that this suthority will inveriably be
restricted to thoee rare ocomsions whem it appears to the Secretary
or Acting Jecretary to be desireble to invite private persons to con-
fer with offlcials of this lepartment, either in Washington, i .C., or
elseshere, Your approval of this proposed ancndment will be appre=
ciated,”

The proposed smendment to parsgraph 3433 of the Regulations of
the lepartment of Agrieulture, is 2s follows:
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":,35% ses of irivate Pe « In no case shall the
expenccs of & T son hﬂmﬁo of the Federal Govern-

ment Lo paid by the Departaent unless sush travel shall have been
authorized in advenve by the feeretary,

“ihen travel for the bemefit of the Department is %o be pere
formed by a person who is not a Governseat » the buresn will
obtain in advance the Secretery's approval of sueh travel, The bue=
reau will issue a formal signed travel suthorisation in the usual
form authoriszing the sotusl expenses of transportation and actual

expenses for subsistence at not to exosed an average of 15,00 a day
wilde traveling within the continemtal limits of the United States,
s not to exoced an aversge of (6,00 a day while traveling outside
the continemtal limits of the United ftates, This travel authorizae
tica will be forwarded to the 0ffice of the Seoretary for approvel

agcompanied by a letter statin; the necessity for such travel,
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ment may Le reirbursed for actusl transpertation and subsistense ex~
porses without regard to the limitatiens applieable to Federa]l ome

In suech sases, however, the walver of limitation anz well
&z the travel involved must be approved in advenee by the Seoretary.”
ihe proposed acendment 1s sueh that this office will net Ye
reguired to objest thereto at this time, See, however, Joint Resoe
lution of ‘ebruary 2, 1935, L9 ftat, 19, and also Jeint Resolutiom

of June 17, 1935, L9 stat, 387,

Respeetiully,
(Signed) RN Fiiott

Aoting Comptroller Ceneoral
of the United ftates,



