
, .... June 18, 1962 

Director, Civil Accouatioe and Aixiitlne fiivieioii 

Boturaed. Saetion 3736, Kevlsod Statutes, kl U.S.C. li*, probibitt; 
the ftoqtttisitloK of land IR the absonoc ef a IAW autheorislag sueh purchase. 
Xn icpplyl)^ this statute I t \m» lEi«en \mM that the aath«ritsr to purchase 
laiid «n aooo«mt of the Snltad States >»ad sot l»e c<»ifer3red \^ express 
jprorlslon af statute but 1 ^ purehase siaar be li^lied dspei^ng itpan 
tha facts a»d oireu«wta»Bas iavalved. See B^^k'^^t S»XM» 15, ISl^i 
B-IlSli$6, July 16, 1953. 

Authority for the Coast Ouard to aoquire la»d Is provided in Ite 
onabliaag logislatiqxi Hh U.S.C. 9Zi,t), This sectioa vas desigiiedl tc 
give the Coast Qtiard authcarlty gemrallj^ to acquire lasd «r interests 
tn land within the Umlta of opja-oprUtieais node tbsrofor. Thus, the 
giUestlon to be dselded le nbethor the appropriatisix »20I1DS01 0|peratii3t; 
ixpBtmea, 0«ast Quord," eimtainad in the treasursr fieparyn&t Appropria-
tiesi Act, 1961, 7k Stat. 265, i s itreiierly eh*t«aable with tbe sum of 
#15,000 doposited with the Clark of the m«tna t eourt of the United 
3tat«a t a t the Pistriet ef Qonaaetiettt as juat coqpiaasation f «r the 
aequlsitloQ of 15 aoras cf land tfareogh jseadeintMitlon. 
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fba langtiaga of thia apprcpriatlcai doea not coittai« aî f speelflo 
authorleatioB f <r tfa» pturobasa of lasd| aad tw f iiad loothiag theraix or 
ia Itn leglsltttlv* histoK7 ^ wanront a dAt«»iiBatlo» that tba Coagrass 
intosxiad to naka tba apj^«p?iati»tt avoilabttift far that pvurpofs* î tora-
ofa», tha fact tbat 1» ttat budget aatimtai aubaittad to tb* Ce^rtaa 
fov this apprq?riati«« tlwra ma iaeludwl aa i tm of $250,000 for ^la»d 
and atructoiraa" nagr not of ltas3f be etstaidorad to tooka tbt i^proprlA-
tioii availi^lA for tte purefaaoa cf Xand̂  sinea tba Ituy^aua «cta«13;̂  
appr«̂ priat«<i mm In « Xaooar a«a»nt tliaii tte appropriatioB astiaata 
maklBC th« Itoivlsad atrtlmta <tf $250,000 oif Uttla vaXtia la datantisliv 
tba i])taiat «f tha Coagiwa* with r«f«r«aea to ^ i i lta«« Costaaq«aat33r« 
i t i« Q»r vloir that this ap|iro{>rtiti<Mi i« m% avallabia for tha aeqfldal̂  
tloa «f land and that tte î asraaat of $35,000 e«Datittttai aa is|̂ r«t>«r 
ohargt tborauadar ia eofltrat«ati«a ef iii 0.8.C. lit* 

On the other hsiid, tha appreitrlatiea nOXP^ Aequiaitlon, Co»-
struoti<»i, and InproviMisnta, Coast Ouard," eoaUlasd 1» thi cited lS'6l 
'Hŝ amyity Qâ Murtaaat Ap|ur<|»riatiea Act* la avaHabla "For fiaea8aat7 ax-
pMMiaa of aoquisltioii^ cenatructlaa, rebulldijag, aad improvanast of 
aids to aavl^atlea, shora faolUtlaa^ Taaaal9t mi aircraft « « #.» 
TMli this a^roprlatiaa doat not a^weifleally provlda for tha pur­
chase of laad, i t doat provlda broadSĵ  for tha aoq,aisitloa of shcre 
faeilltlea which, an yott suggest, prap&flT couM laeluda tha purchase 
of load. 

Xa view thtra^f and bavlr« regard for tha r^xvtad wlXXlngnaas on 
tha, part of tha Cooat Guard te transfer tht charge of $15,000 froa the 
Oparating Exp̂ mmm wppt0iarim%3jm ta tha a{>^oprlatl<m fer Acquisition, 
CoaatmotioB^ tad Xv̂ rcnnsaeata, aî praprtata aotloa ahouXd b« taksa ta 
req«iaft tha Coast Ouard to offoet sudk ad;Jti»tasat gxCfopXlj* Xf tha 
ad^atnoat ia not aeeaapllahed W ^^ Oooat Otxard, an ozcMftioa shauld 
ba atatad againat tha ex|»andltura im tha aeeouirba of tha aathoorlasad 
cortiiying officor ianroXvad̂  1H haUaira tita queatlaa of raportiag 
thia natter to tha Congreva should ha rasarvad pending fiucthor datalo^ 
%nta. rha qL ŝtlcma presented ara annwred aeccrdingly. 

Aaatstant OoB̂ troXXar GenaraX 
cf tha Ĵaltad 3tataa 

Attachsoaata 
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