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Jh'j Hcnor.^hle, 

i".u3 i^ostnaator Gontsrcil. 

['̂  dorjT IJT. PanrLOsani 

I have your l o t t o r of ^Ipril 26, 19U6, .33 follows: 

" I t iiaa boon '^sni^.-edited t\v%t ]yc3t̂ :jD.3tovQ i a clr.iain^ c red i t 
far r en ta l payments on lecocd cjui-rters be not required t o 
cer t i fy t h a t tractcics d u r i n g rent vouchers are act ing o i t h i n 
tl^e scope of t h e i r author i ty , and v.ith •oiie apprcyvtil of tho 
covirt. I t ban Ir^zn jXwV.̂ or Ga[^';ecccd as en al tarnetivG tha t 
V.IILI rosponaibi l i ty he nhifted t o the lossor . 

" I t i s bolioved th/ 't the suf^r^ection r s l a t e s raoro pa r t i cu l a r l y 
to th3 cat;© of asiccutos^e, adiairiiGorators, f,-utirditne, c to-

"iMo roqiiiromsnt places added rasp ons ibil i t-yj and frequently 
considerable iTork on postmactcrs, ^^o, of couroo, cannot properly 
KS,hc such cert i i ' icr . t ion vrithoai; c:jn:niluin;^i court records, ;;hlch 
fr'-i-ruently PTO not read i ly avai lcbls for as^-oinc-tiosi, [ lar t icular ly 
a t poet of i icos not located aii uoimiy Ue-at LOTTHS. 

" i t i s iimoratood tiie'o t h i s i-ecir.ii-Gasno orL;in.':^'ted In doelsion 
;>t. 9 Honir̂ * (ten, l 5^ -

"Yofur decleion ie decirad aa to T-hather thore i s any i::xj in 
uhleh oostnzsJiora r:l̂ y ho roliav^d of Uiis rQviair3:2£ni, aod i f so, 
v.hr̂ t altom::tiTn3 procedure cen be ?dopt<:>dj having in niind tho 
fumishing of any infomo-tinn rQuuired "oy ths; Gcs^ral ;.c:ou:-;ting 
ufi'lci^ in co.'7ncG\:,ian :iith the cpproval of vouchara covar.ln:^ ronta l 
:;;!7i:onu3 in Icaiicxi -jost 0i':."iCQ cui.rterc;." 

I t xrae- aoated in 9 Jo-ip. C-m. l5J , raferi-ed to in your l e t t a r , 

v.o follcT.'S: 

'Ma ie uo l l IcnoiTn, ejiecutors and odciinistratorG or other personal 
rrirossntntlvGG of cstetoa do not continue t o 3o act 5jidefinitaly; 
oi ' . i inarily, th3 es ta tes ara closed nftar a i-aiiSon^blc tijEs -md tho 
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executors or sdmlnletratora discharf;ed after accounting to the conrt 
appointing then* Ihere bave not Î een ftimished t h i s of flea for f i l ing 
with tha leases, nor have there been' fXimlshed vith the voaohers, s t a te -
loents in these cases shoeir^ Yihsther tha exacutore or admlnif:tratora 
ore continui^BC to &ot ^ t h tha mppravsH of the court in the £.dBinls« 
tration ot the e«tatee | and in order bhat th is offlca may ha properly 
advised in connection with tha audit and aettlenant of accounte, i t 
ia requested >^hat thereafter each voucher making paynenta under leiu^ee 
^r licensea obtained froi executors or administrators of estates , 
Gontain a at^teoont iJiereon 3i??iod by the aiJprovlng officer, t o the 
offset thfit the reepeetiva odiidnishrator or exocitor i s continaing 
to a j t l a the adminlttratlon of tha astata,'* 

As indicated in your l e t t e r aaid decision li^e been held applicable 

to rantal vottchsrs ex.^uted by trustees, 

ulth rr.'Loeot to the statement in your loT.tar relat ive to tiia 

additional responaiblllty and Trork raquirod on the part o£ poataastsra 

In obtaining such iiGrfciflcates i t was abhited In decision of -ferch 7, 

19h2, >'i^3S37, to the then Postaaster General with referenoa to the 

responsibility and l i ab i l i t y of a poataaater as a certifying officer 

and a <lisbnraing officer vithin tiw ^jurvlew of the aot of December 

39, 19iil, 55 Gt&t, 375, 376, as fellovat 

'•'^le act of l)eceEi5:or 29, X9bl, .'hibllo l#aw 339, relates t o d l s -
borslng officers Tuader tha executive branch of tha CoTernaent and i t 
npiat bo ooftc t̂ded bhnt postmasters ara such disbursing officers* 39 
U. S, um î O, 65» T̂ bnaya rre to ba dlabwrsed by dlaburalng offlcera 
Tnly upon, and in a t r lc t ;£o^ordanoe v i th , vouchera duly certified 
by tho hct:i of tha departaant, establishment, or agency ci^noemad, 
OT by an ytftcar or caaployea thereof duly authorised in VFriting by 
suoh head to certify ŝ xah vouchors. Authorized offloara and eaployesa 
co r t i f ^ ig vouchers iire responsible Fjod accountable as presided 
tharaln ond are re^uir^id to r^tve bond pursuant to standards preacribed 
by the Oec^titary of tha JJraaaury, snd under anch conditians as irsry bo 
prescribed by tho Ueoratary of tha Treasury* >?ha provisions with r e ­
elect t o certifying officers apply to a l l authorised officaTa and 
ftmoloycoa irtio certify vouchera to dlabursing offlcora for payiaont end 
i t Is ^dzitted In '̂'oiir aolicitor^s o;?lnio» that postmastera (xre oer t l -
ilyln.rr. oil iG^rs. The fact that tha dutiea of oertlfying aod disbursing 
borbh may be lodgod in one person, euch aa a postoastar, makea such 
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r?'jracai ?Mfch a carttf;ylng o.v;'lcar cud a dlsbursln;: officer, within 
the meaning ond provlfliona of tha act of Decerher 29, 19ijl» ^Siera 
ie no basla for holding th^t * ::')«'soa"̂  ia neither a oartifying offlcai^ 
nor a disbursing officer alj^ly Ijocsuse euch person ia both*^ 

I t i s noted in your l e t t e r lihat i t i s 0a:;i:-aE<;od thp/o as &n a l t e r -

native to the cartiflcation by whe TTOs-iaastsr, as p rev l^s ly rsc^irad, 

thr t Lixich reaponalbiltty be shifted t o iihe lessor, 3ii view of iiha 

roprcs.^jiti^tiona asit̂ e in yoiir let'-er with refaranse to che vork and 

dlfrical^iioiS anctnmtered l>y jjoatmast^ara in obtaining the required 

cert if icate -̂ n certein inflt-ffncea no objocti-in t o snch certifIcAtton 

by the fwiysc of ihe vouchor ^omld ba interposed Iby th ie office, wifch 

(iha iindcrstandiiig, ho^e^rar, th: t such cart if lcata would be accapted 

by th i s ai?fice caly aa '.rlaa facia avldence of i t s <^ontonts, 2h other 

vrcarde elnce tho cartiflcatltm of iihe «xecfitor, adnlnictrator, truataa, 

or f:^iardian, ae ths caî a inay be, woidd attauh to and become a i:jart 

ot tha rental voudier, the postiaaster,' us certifying officer, s t i l l 

v?o(ild be required imd«p the law to certlfjr the voucher for ^jsjaent 

and s t i l l wculd lie primarily roaptHWible ;Hsd occountable for tha 

legal i ty and propriety of snch i?ay»ont. 

[ Respectfully, 

(Si.snsS) tiinclsay 0. lTa?rea 

Ccrtntroller fiencrel 
af the tnitod Dtato# 
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