COMPTROLLER GEMNERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25

June 18, 1946,
R~57612

Sha Henrorable,
S Postmactar General.
ly dear I'r, Faniorani
I hove your letter of 2pril 25, 1946, 23 follows:

@It haa bocn guz-ested that pestizatord in cloiluing credit
for rental payments on lecacd guzrtera be not requircd to
certify that trustecs sisping rent veouckers are acting within
the ocepe of their nuthority. and vdth the approval of the
coart. It has hosn Qurvher suprecved as en altermevive thut
Wil rospensibility be shifted to the leszor. '

T4 is haliocved thrt tha sugrechion r2lates merc particularly
to ths coce of exceubors, céminlcirators, guardicns, chc.

"Mic rofquiroment places cdded raspansibility, and freguently
considerable work on postmecters, who, of cource, camnot sronerly
malie such certivicention without conculiiing court rccords, vhich
frzouently are not readily availcble for sxeminctlon, particularly
ut nost offlcos not losoted ot Jonaly toat Lewms.

17t iz anderatood thet $lids vervivensats aripiensied in dacision
ine 9 Comn,. (en, 1:—;-!1-

"Your decislon is decirad as te Thather theore is any toy in
whieh 2osizosicrs mny bBo relieved of lhis rewulrements, and 11 so,
“hat altarnztive sroccdure con be céipted, having in mind the
furnishing of ony inforaatien regmirad by the Ziaeral Leoowsting
ULflca in conmcsdlaon dth the eppeovel of vouchara covering rendal
soyoonte in leased wost odz'ice cuiwbersey

it wwe coated in 9 Juam. Geme 151, referived to in your letter,
s follers:
®i3 ic wuell lmoim, erccubors und adninistrators or othcr personsl

rooracenbntives of oshatss do not contlmie o so act indefinitely;
ordincrily, the csuotes are closad after a ressonnble time and the
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executors ar adminigtrators discharged after asccounting to the court
appointing them. There have not Leen furnished this nffice Zor filing
with the leases, nor havs thers been” furnished with the vouchers, state-
mwents in hase cases showing whethsr the executors or adminicirators
are contiming to act with the approval of the court in the ciminis
tration »f the cstetesy and in order Lhut this of{ice m2y he properly
advisad in connection with the asudit and settlement of zceounts, it

is reguested Shat thereafter each voucher makding payments under leenes
or licsnsea abtained fram executors or administrators of cstates,
aontain g atetement theareom simed by the approving officer, to the
offect that the respeciive admimistrator or execitor is contiming

to 2.t In She administration of the asstate.®

£ indicated in your latter said declsion lig Leen held applicsdle
to rantal vouchors exccuted by Srusises.

Lith Preaect to the statement in your letter relative %o the
sdditionsl resnonsibility amd work requived on the nort of postmasters
in obtzining such ummcates it was atated in decision of arch T,
1942, 23837, to the bhen Dostmaster Ganoral with reference to the
responsibility and liability of a postmaster as a certifying officer
ard & dlabursing officer within the purview of the ect of Jecember
29, 15l1, 5§ Stat. 375, 976, as followss

“Ihe uct of Necember 29, 1541, Jublic law 339, relates o Gis-
bareing officers nnder the executive branch of the Covermnment and it
msat Be coficaded thot postmasters ere such disbursing officers. 39
U Se Ua 30, 55, Toneye cre to be distursed by disbursing officers
anly upon, and in strict sg-ordance with, vouchers duly certified
by the herd of the department, establishment, or agency ccncarnsd,
or by ah officor or cmployse thereof duly authorized in writing by
such head to certify snch vouchars, Authorized oflicers and cmployess
certifying vouchors ore responsible =nd zccountable as provided
tharein ond syre rsyuirad to sive bond pureuant to standards prescribed
by the Lecretary of the Urassury, ond under such conditions as rry be
prescribed sy tho Uecrstary of the Treasury. The provisions with re-
cpact to cartifying officers roply to all aunthorized officers and
amloyees who certify vouchers to clsbursing officers for paymeat and
1t ie sdrdtted in your Joldcitorts opinion that postmssters are corti-
fyinz ol dcers. The fact thut the dutics of certifying cnd disbursing
bath D3y be lodzed In one person, such as a postasster, makes such
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noraos both a carlifying oflcar ond & disbursing officer, within
the meaning cnd rovisiung of the act of Decesber 22, 19:1., There
is no Dasls for holding thot & Derson”is ueith r a ¢ertifying officer
nor & disbwrsing offlcer oimply hecsuse such person ig both.™

It 18 roicd in your lebier thot it fs suypwesved thob 28 sn aliere
native to the cortdfication by the posimastar, na pravisusly raciiraed,
thit cuch reagonsibility be shifted to the lessor. In wicw of Ghe
reprosontotions made in your leter with refarenze to “he work and
d4£25ealidos ancowntered by soatmastars In obtaining the requirid
cartiricate !n cortein Instsncsm no obJectinn o such certific_:aﬁinn
by_ the neysc of the voucher wonld be interncsed %y this of{ice, with
Ghe wadersiending, liosevar, th t such certificate would be acconted
by tkis office coly as irima facie avidence of iia conmbents. In other
vards clnce the certiflesti:m of Lhe execnbor, administrator, trustes,
or ;uardion, as the cace may be, *m'.mld attach Yo and become a part
of the rental veucher, thies nostmesier, aal certifying officer, still
would e required under the law to certify the vauchar fer psyment
and stiil wzuld he primarily responsitle ond cecountable for the
legaldty and mropriety of such payment.

: Respactfully,

{81rm3d) Lindsay . Warren

Jomptroller flancrel
of the (nlted Utatow




