COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 4K
WASRHINGTON 25 E

June 21, 1960

vuse  FLECOPY - gamp, o

Homorable John L. iieClellan, Chairman
Compittee on Covermment Operations
dnited States Cenmte

Pear 'ire Chairman:

Your letter of ‘lay 9, 1960, acimowledzed May 10, requests
ouyr report on 3. 349%.

The Hill would repokl that part of the act of iarch 2,
1389, as amended, 4O :}.o.u. 256, which requires that in the
procurenent of sites for public buildinge it shall be the duty
of the Attorney General to raquire grentors to furnish, free
of all expenses to the Jovermment, all requisite abstracts,
official certifications and evidences of titles that he may
deem necessary. The cited statuble spplies only to sites
acquired far publie bnildings, which sites it is understood
repregent only a smell percentage of the vumber and value of
overmment zcqulsitiona. The statute Jdoss not spply o sites
which are not to bhe used for publie buildings, such as sites
for nilitery reservations, defense requirements, flood-control
and reclamation projects, Vetersns Adminmigstration facilities,
netionsl forests and other simllar Coverrvent acquisitions.
ith respect to scquisitions of this laiter type, it has heen
the universal practice for years te say the costs of abstracia
and other necessary title evidemce from the appropristioss
availabls for the acquisitiom of the uzites; sxoepl where the
sites are acquired by condemmation in whick avant the cost of
nsrocuring title evidence is remerally resarded as part of the
expenge of the condemmation procecdinga and therefore, for
oayment cut of the appropristions for the ‘eparbmmb of
dustice. 7n the cvent of enactment of 34 3491, in situations
vhere sites are scquired by direct purchase “rom the owsers,
the apprepriations avsilable for such scquisitions or the
sontingency apprepriations of the acquiring agency will be
available for the necessary title gvidence. 355 Revised
Statu'hes, as med, ELD Ho;a&;' 255.

Tafornal information Trom Jeneral Services Administration

i3 to the affect that its experience has shown that many owners

4id not rvecelve or procure avidences of title ut the time they
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acquired the realty and are dilatory in, resist the procuremont
of, or refuse to procure the required title evidences. In these
situntions, if the reslty 1s urgently needed and title avidence
is not furnished within a reasomable time by the owmer, GCSA
resorts to condemmation proceedings, It is the view of GSA
generally that the existing statutory provisions requiriag
grantors of publis building sites to furnish title evidence

at thelr cim expénse has resulted in undue delays in the
acquisition of such sites as well s added costs to the
GCovermment in the prosecution of comdemnatiom actions, [t

is the further view of GSR that repsal of the present statu-
tory requirement is nhot likely to resuld in added expenditures
of Tederal funds but instead may rosult inm & saving under the
theory that vondors in the pasi have, no doubt, included in
the purchage prices amounta more than adequate to protect
ageinst unforegesn expensges incident to Durnishing the re-
quired evidence of titla.

In addition to the foregoing, 70A has informally advised
that in some ingtences the gstatutory requirement has resulted
in the withdrawsl of proposed domations of realty te the
Covernment hecause the prospective donmors refussd to bear the
expense of procuring title evidenoe, and that in the past aine
years there have been five donations of realty. As to aoqui~
sitions gensrally, the records of GSA show that during the
period from January 1956 through January 1960, about L50
tracta of land were acquired from individual owners through
direct purchases and condemation proceedings repregenting
115 public bullding sites and additions to sites. Approxi-
mately 10 percent of such requisitions weve by direct purchase.
Information obtained by GSA from other sgencles is to the effect
that the cost of title evidence has averaged 311k per tract at
the Department of Nefense (irmy and fir Torce) and 395,50 at
the Department of Agrienliure.

Yo are not in a poeitionr to detsrmine whethsr in ihe svent
of the praposed repeal of the pertinent part of the 1889 statute
there would be any actual saving such as indicated by 3SA. It
appears, howsver, that ensctment of 3. 3451 would put GSA on
equal footing -sith other TMedersl agencises in the procurament of
title ovidence and that it would fascilitate acquisition of public
bullding sites by GSA.
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Section 355, Revised Statutes, as amended, L0 U.5.C. 258,
provides that the head or other authorized officer of any
department, independent establishment, or agency shall procure
any evidence of title which the Attmwy Genmral nay deem
neceseary, and that the expenses of procurement, except where
otherwiss authoriszed by law or provided by contrast, may be
peid out of the appropristions for the mcquisition of land or
aut of the appropriations mede for the contingencies of the
ccquiring department, independant establistment, ar agenay.
If the present statutory requiremsnt i¢ repesled, the fore-
going provisions of sackion 355 Revised Statutes would appear
to adequataly provide for the prooursment of any title evidencs
which the Attorney Tenersl may considey necessary and the cost
of prosurement of same, except where othervise suthorized by
law or provided by contrect, would be properly chargeebls to
the spprepristions for the acquisition of the sites or the
aﬁpruprtatiom made for contingenolea of the acquiring sgency.

'\ccnrdingly, wa have no ob}aatian to Pavorable considera~
tien of 3. 3491.

Sincerely yours,
JOSEPH CAMPBELL

Comptroller Ceneral
om inlted States



