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t u i t aj''.' 

Hoaorabla John I*. MQClolXan, C^iraaa 
Ooimdttee m Qm r̂smafeA Oper^tlms 
«Jnit«d States Oenato 

'Bear >!r. Clhaixwaa; 

Tour l e t t s r of lay 9, 
our report on 3* 3i»'?l-

1?60, acknoMrledged flay XO, requests 

The hiXi '^ottXd repeal tiiat part of the act of m^teh 2, 
1339, as «M»nded, UO U.S.C* t$&, nihlth requires ^lat in tha 
procureiaaot of ^tea for pubXid httiXdlhga it shalX be tha duty 
of tha Attonury GaneraX to raquira ^jitfitrs ta fVmiish, free 
of all expensea ta tha OaverMant, all ra<|ttislta ahstraets, 
official certdLfications and avidonces of title l^t ha stay 
deea necessary, Iha cltad statata ai^Xiea only ta sltas 
acquired fca» ̂ »iblia boiXdinga, iMeh sites it is understood 
£>epras<mt only a ^smtL percenta^ of tba oosiber waA vaXaa of 
c^ovemnient acquisitions. The statute does hot «pply ta sites 
td>ich are not to ha usad for pubXio buildings, sueh sa sitaa 
for military raaanrttti<»ia, defttooa requirMiaats, flood-^eontroX 
and recXa»atioa projects, Teteraaa Adadnistratioa faoilltles, 
.^tional forests and ot^er siniXar uovemwsnt acqaiaitdons. 
ith respect ta acqulaitlafBa of thia Xattar typa, it haa bean 

tha aniversaX practice for years ta pay tha oosta of ahstwujts 
and other necessary titXa ayldeaca fietm tha appropriatloaa 
ftvaiXabXs fer iha acquialtl^ of tha slt«a« ^oopt ^diara the 
3it0s are acquired by coodMmatioa in **^ich atrent tha cost of 
nrocoring title eyidenca is ;|enaraX2y regarded am part of tha 
expanse of the condateuntloa ia>aceedin^ and, therefore, for 
lAyujent out of the ap{nr<3;>nAtiona for the Separtaent of 
Justice, tn the event of enactnaitt of 3^ 3U^X, in situations 
:^ars sitsa are mcm3ST»d by dlreot pur(;haea fr<Mi tha owners, 
tha apprc|oriati<Hka avaiXabXa for ^meh acquiadtiona or tha 
^joatlai(^a«iy appro^riatiooa of tha acquiring ^ngfinoy y&H be 
available f<xr tha necessaiy title ^videnea. 3$$ Revised 
statutes, StM 2U«tfKied, ItO >1.3.0. 2$^* 

'':nf(mt»l information frosi GaneraX ;S8rvlcea .Adainistratlon 
Is to the affect that i t a experieaca has shoim that siany owmrs 
41d aot receive or procure evidMioaa of t i t l e a t the t laa they 
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acquired tha reaXty and are dilatory in, resist tha proour^nant 
of, or rafusa to prooura tha raquirad tltla evident^* In thesa 
aituationa, if tha realty Is urgently needed aad title aridanoa 
is not fhxiaishad nithin a reasonable tima by tha emar, GSA 
resorts to coadflMnatif^ prooeedinga. It is Hut vlaw of OSA 
fsnaralXy that tha existing ^tatatoxy pravisions requiriag 
grantors of public buiXding sites to famish title trTidenoa 
at thair am, exponas has raanXtad in undue deXays in l^a 
acquisition of suoh sites aa waXX as added coats ta tha 
Governnisnt in tha prosaetttioa of coodeBmaMoa aotitttui, Xt 
is the further viev of QSK that rt^jaal of tha present stata-
tory requirement is not Xikaly to reauXt in added wiqpaaditaraa 
of federaX funds but instead stay î aauXt in a saving under tha 
theory that vendors In tha past hava, no doubt, inoXudad in 
the purchase pxlces ^Bounta store than adequate to protect 
against trnfconseen eTt^mmea incident to furnishing tha ra-' 
quired eyidenca of titXe, 

Xn Addition to the foregoing, 'uSk has InfonntXXy advised 
that in 3<»i9 instancsaa the statutory requireeant lias retuXted 
in the ^thdra^^X of prcposed donationa of really tf tha 
OovemM>nt because tha proapeotiva donors refused to bear tlw 
expanse o i procurla^ title eyidanoSi snd that in the past nine 
years there hava been flva donations of realty. Aa to aoqoi" 
sitl<ms gensraXly, the records of OSA show l^t during tha 
period from Januaiy 19^6 throujfh Jfenuary I960, about U50 
tracts of land \iere acqoirad fron individual ouners throuij^ 
direct purchases and condoaeuitioQ prooeedinga repreaenting 
115 pubXie buiXding sites and additions to sites. Approxl-
iTAteXy XO perc«it of suoh aoqaisiti<Hia wore by direot purchasa. 
Informition obi^ained by SSA fr<»i other agendas is to tha effect 
that the cost of titXa evid^noe has averagad |XXU par tract at 
tha Departffient of ISefenso (Arsâjr and Air Force) and $95.50 at 
tho Departaent of AgriouXtura. 

;?e ara »Lot in a poeitioa to datanrdna ^dtethsr ia tha event 
of tha prqposed repeaX of the pertinent part of the XdB9 statute 
there wooXd be att^ aetoal saving sach as indicated by GSA. It 
appears, however, that enactment of 3* 3U9X would put CSA on 
equaX footing ̂ dlth other FederaX agencies ia the procursMsnt of 
title dvidenoa and that it vould faciXi.tata acquisition of pubXic 
building aites by QSk* 
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Action 355* Kavigad Statntea, &« amended, 1^ ll.S*C* 2|55» 
providaa that tha haad or o l ^ r aathcolaod offlear of axty 
dflfpartttant, indapandani astabXishaMant, oe agenoy shall prooura 
sjoif ayidanoa of t i t l e idiich tha Attorney Qemral my de^s 
naea8eary> and that tha axpensas of proeurmnwnit, acoapt whara 
otberwiaa aathorlsad isy lav or provided by ccHfttraot, lû r ba 
paid oui of tha appr«pyiatt«ttta fcr tha aoqaioitic^ of land or 
out of tha appro^riatiooa nada for tha oontiaganoioa of tha 
acquiring departiasnt, indbipaadant estabXishaant, or agenoy. 
If the present statatoiy reqairoaoist i s rapaaXad, tha fora-̂  
{̂ oing provlaloaa of soetian 355 Rovisad .Itatutas voaXd appear 
to adequataly provlda for tha ps'ooumnant of oiay titXa avidanca 
?4hioh th» Attomay CeneraX May ctauidar neeesaaxy and tha cost 
of procttroMont of saaia, except T«h«pa otharviaa aathoarlsad by 
XnKf or pravldad by oontraet, woaXd be properly cbargoabla to 
the approprlatlona for tha aoqaisitlon of tha sites or tha 
R|)pr«5>riatlona aiada for c<mting«Baoiaa of tha acquiring ageaocy. 

Accordingly, we have no d>je«tl«ai to favorable ctaauiider*-
tien of ^. 31*91. 

Sincerely yours. 

iOSEPH CAMPBEU 

CwwtroXlor General 
of iim anlted 3tat«« 
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