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I or writing this letter to suprlement our discussions,
anc those between our staffs, about sore of the conclusions
ir our report entitled “Getting a Fetter Uncderstanding of
the Fetric System--lmplicatxons if Adopted hy the United
states. ”

Cne of the rain points in the report {s that under
jresent law conversion to the metric system is to be volun=-
tary. The decision whether ané when tc cenvert is to be made
by -thoce affected. Ve dic¢ not conclude, nor even suagest,
that those who wish to convert should wait until the Congress
deciées whether to have either the customary or metric eysten
ag the predorinant syster. Tc 80 read the report misconstrues
it, :Lhat the report does suggest (on page 5€) is that certain
factors, such as ections by various sectors of scciety and
a risunderstanding of the national policy, tend to foster
ketrication for the entire Nation. These factors detract
fren the voluntary aspect of conversion and lead to a dual
syster: of wmeasurement--retric and custorary, neither of which
predot.inate. A dual systew for any length of tire is undesir-
elle, The report stated that the Concress should cdecide whether
to continue the preegent policy or whether it should be changed.

lror have we sugyested that the LPoard's role bLe a pas-
tive one. The Boarc's role as we see it is to plan for and
coordinate conversion, and to educate the public about retri-
cation. ©The Bcard also nmzy be able to facilitate the rrocess
of ccnverting, as long as it coes not advccate the conversion.
It should give positive cuidance to those who voluntaril;

choose to convert to metric. A . ;

I have also becore aware of a numbher of statements
attrivuted to us emphasizing the high cost cf converting to
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Our report sujuested that the cost would be signif-~
This staterent was based on lirmited cost data that

" availabtle te us and on tre inrut from rerresentatives
v;un a wide srectrun of organizations throughout the country.
- TEpCrt also stated that the tetal cost of metrication

;c unceterrinable in spite of various estimates that have
tecn cited. These estimates vary widely and often are not
pascd on detaliled analyses of the factors involved. They
 onerally are lov or high derending on the conversicn experi-
«pee of those provicding these figures and their position on
converting or not converting to the retric systen.
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I uncerstand your Ceneral Counsel expressed an interest
in reviewing the legal analyses that were prepared during
or developnent of the rerort, and any of our letters or con-
jonts on thc subject that werc written after lssuance of
wic rerort.  Accoréingly, we will provide him with raterial
vhich explains our legzl conclusions concerning the naticnal

policye
1 hore you will find the foregoing useful and respon-

¢ive to guestions you have raised concerning possible ris-
cuncepticns about our report. :
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Sincerely yours,

(Signed) ¥IMFR B. STAALS

Corptroller Ceneral i

of the United States
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