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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20348

Porest Sciemtific, Inc.
‘oruer Boute 105 apd Albany Awa.
Forth Lindenhurat, New York 11757

Attentiom Er. Anthony Baginario
Presiﬁmt ‘

.

Gontlemens ‘ .
By letter dsted June 16, 1970, you protested the cancellation of

" ynvitation Tox bids Ho. FU2600-70-B-1333, issued by Hill Air Forco Base,

~ Uten, for 86,730 MAU=87/B drive msgaxbly couplers. The cancellation of
the set-aside n of another invitation for the sme iven (invitation

; ?.:
¥ for bids Bo. Be3iB6) was also protested by your company. This

latter protest is tbe subject of our decision of todey, B-168259, &168259(3),
oopy herewith, .
The invitstion -1333 was issued on Septembar 3, 1969, and blds wers

. ‘opepsd on October 7, 1969, but because of dslkys in determindng the respon-
gibility of your firm, the low bidder, and that of the Breed Carporation, ’

the second lov bidder, ro sward had been made by January 23, 1970, vhen

141 Mﬂdenvmaduzadbythemromethst:

"a m-mslysis of tha requirement in subject I¥B discloses
thatmueuaetsmmlongwmdadhythenmrome,

therefore, IFB FU2600-70-B-1333 is cancelled,

You point out that notwithstanding the cencellation action, anothex -
invitation for the swos item, invitation for bids ¥o. PH2600=T0=B-176k,
~¥as impued on Januvary 16, 1970, and you therefore dispute the claim of -
the Alr Fores that the items cmedmrbymvitmnn «1333 were "o

longsr needed.”

The position of the Depertment of the Air Force with regard o this
cancallatiom i3 set forith in a contracting officer's miztenent dated
. Maxrch 2, 1970, wherein it is stated: ;

"% % A delay in sward resulizd from negative pre-award
gurveys issusd on the low bidder (Forest Scientific, Inc.) and
the second low bidder (Breed Corp.). Tha consequential dslay
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B-168259(h) o

in delivery of hardware, in part, required that requivements
be re-evaluated, especially in view of reduced ussge, com-
puted FY70 progran requirements, and technlcal changes wbich
bsd occurred since IFB P42600-T0-B~1333 bad baen iassued. .

"yalua Engineering Change Proposals vere accepbed on
3 Dec 1963 and 19 Jan 1970. These materisglly changed appli-
cable drawings, the material composition (1.e., housing from
aluninum bar to die cast aluminum and plate bearing from
sluminun to steel), and the msnufacturing processes. Thege
changed conditions plus the probable quantity price break
from soliciting tha FY70 requirement of k77,709 % * # in
total ag oppoeed to swarding 86,730 # * % on IFB FA2600-T0-
B~1333 and soliciting only 390,979 dictated that IFB Fh2600-
70-B~1333 be cancelled. The VECP's were Incorporated into
IFB FU2600eT0-B=1754 on 10 Feb 1970 and the opening extended
4o 17 Mar 1970.™ ' |

' A supplemental contracting officer's statement gubamdtted in response to
quastions propounded by our Office concerning the relationship between
invitations «1333, ~1754, and -3486 stated:

: ¥ PU2600-TO-B-1754 (hereinafier IFB 1754) ves tssued
16 Jan 1STC for the sscond six ronths production of FI70 proe
gracmed requirements, Consideration was being given to adding
the requirement of IFB 1333 to tbe gecond six months producs
tion on IFB 1754 for the purpose of incorporating VECP's
mw:amxgégm;,gsm%. Before this could be
accomplighed, the requivement on IFB 1333 wes cancelled. This
cancellation was effacted by reason of the fact that the
requirezent no longer exigted. We considered reducing gquane
“tity on IFB 1754 and continuing with award under IFB 1333.
 nis was not congidered feasidle gince FY69 funds were not
. availsble for this item., It was detexmined the best solution
' wag to cancel IFB 1333. This wonld also result in cur getiing
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the pew configuration.” (Emphasis supplied.) -
While our decigion B-168259, /81168259(3')/‘012 today questions the
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position of the Alr Force that the specification changes ware so signife

3 icant as to warrant invitstion cancellation after exposure of bid prices,

3 the record substantistes the fact that the requirement for the specific
quantity of couplers covered by invitatimn -1333 related to fiscal year
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1969 requirements and that funds for that fiscal year were no longer
gvallsble to procurs these couplers, Therefore, while invitation ~1764
¥as, a3 you contend, for the same item, as modified, such fact does not ,
affoot the propriety of tha cancelletion actiou taken with respect to .

invitetion -1333. Accordingly, we conclude that the cencellation of C |
invitation =1333 vas in aceordance with ASFR 2-4o%,1(b)(11%), suthorizing o
invitation cancellstion where "the supplies or services being procured |
gre oo longer required.” See, in this regard, Be164721, Decembar 20, 1968.

Your protast is therefore denied.
Very truly yours,
R. F. Keller -

'Aésisfnn:.":. Cnmp‘bmller General
of the United Statas
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