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MATTER OF: White's Shopping Service, Inc. 

where the Small Business Administration 
(SBA), by refusing to issue a certificate of 
competency, confirms the agency's finding of 
the protester's nonresponsibility and there 
is no showing of bad faith, fraud, or dis- 
regard of vital information, GAO will not 
make an independent review of the responsi- 
bility issue because the SBA has statutory 
authority to conclusively determine a small 
business firm's responsibility. 

White's Shopping Service, Inc. protests the award 
of a contract to any other bidder under item 13 of invi- 
tation for bids No. M4-58-84, issued by the Veterans 
Administration for the procurement of .uniforms. White's, 
which is a minority-owned business, contends that its 
bid was the lowest for item 13. 

Although White's bid was low for item 13, the agency 
concluded that White's was nonresponsible. The matter of 
White's responsibility was referred to the Small Business 
hdministration (SBA) for possible issuance of a certifi- 
cate of competency (COC); the SBA refused to issue a COC. 

Under 15 U.S.C. S 637(b)(7) ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  the SBA has con- 
clusive authority to determine the responsibility of small 
business firms by issuing or refusing to issue COC's. 
Moreover, unless a protester makes a prima facie showing 
of bad faith or fraud, or demonstrates that information 
vital to a determination of nonresponsibility was not con- 
sidered, our Office will not review SBA determinations to 
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r e q u i r e  t h e  SBA to  i s s u e  COC's. or to  r e o p e n  cases when 
a COC h a s  b e e n  d e n i e d .  Georgetown I n d u s t r i e s ,  B-214224, 
Feb.  22, 1984, 84-1 CPD ll 225. The r e c o r d  h e r e  c o n t a i n s  
no s u g g e s t i o n  of bad f a i t h ,  f r a u d  or t h e  d i s r e g a r d  of 
v i t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

The p r o t e s t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

Harry R .  
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  Counse l  
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