| X

306U
THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

. OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: B-218238 DATE: March 11, 1985
MATTER OF: Security Service Inc.
DIGEST:

1. Contracting agency may properly charge
for solicitation documents to cover costs
of providing documents,

2., Protest is dismissed where there is no
evidence to indicate that agency's request
for information concerning the experience
of the protester before issuing solicita-
tion has been used or is intended to be
used as a prequalification to exclude
protester from competition,

Security Service Inc. (Security) protests that
prospective bidders are required to pay for the bid package
for invitation for bids (IFB) No. DABT39-85-B-0080, issued
by the Department of the Army, and to include with their
request for a bid package information of previous and
ongoing work relating to the contract requirements,

We summarily dismiss the protest under section 21.3(f)
of our Bid Protest Regulations, 49 Fed. Reg. 49,417, 49,421
(1984) (to be codified at 4 C.F.R. § 21.3(f)), for failure
to state a valid basis for protest,

Our Office has held that a contracting agency may
properly charge for solicitation documents to cover the
costs of providing them. W.B. Jolley, B-209933, June 6,
1983, 83-1 Cc.P.D. ¥ 609,

Further, while the agency has requested information
concerning the experience of the requestor, there is no
evidence that the procuring activity has used the provision
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or intends to use the information as a pregqualification to
exclude Security from competition.

M. Stron
Deputy Associa

General Counsel





