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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF 'v'1.w UNITED STATES
WASHIHNGTON, D.C. *h4ix

B-177352 | Juns 7, 1973

Gadahy & Reaneh
1700 Pemasylvania Avenua, NW,
Washington, D, . 20006
" Attentions Gane Perry Bond, Eaq, '
Craig 8, Beubarger, Bag'.

Centlemsny

o refer to your letter ol January 19, 1973, with encloaures, mad
prior correspondence, protesting on behodf of tha Plenning Researely
Corporation apainst tha cancellation of xequast for propeuala Vo, NO0L23-
73-1~0527, and the aubsejucat gole~pouren gward of o contxzuf by the
Haval Reqlonel Procurenont 0ffico, Los Angelas, Cplifornia, to the
Acrooprco Gnrporation for furnishing technical support servicos to the
Havy Bpace Bystenms Activity, Bl Segundo, Califoxmia,

Yor the rcasons act forth belovw, wo are uaable to quastion tho
propricty of the wrard to Acreapace,

. The requent for proposnle was dpsved on Auguut 18, 1972, ead
colicitod resvnrch and devolopment proposale on o rest~plus-auard-fee
busio for coupleting thrao taukes (1) ovarall gystaom eugincering aud
analypis for Satellite Occen Burveillance Systesy (%) eecusor engineering)
end (3) nionion data opevations, Bocauso of a champe in tha scope of

the twtork, tha Havy datemined that the request for yopogsale ns dosued

vas Inadequates Xt wvas alyo doternined that ouly the Acrospace Corpors-
tios, a non-profit Pedernl Contract Keseerch Coutor tponsorad by tha
Dapartment of thn Adr Forces could provide the technical support required
for cxacution of the taske 1 and 2, a0 revised. On August 25, 1972,
RRFOLA adviscd offerors that the wubnission of propesals was deforred

and on August 31, 1972, URPOLA fornslly csnceled tha originol zolicitation,
fubsequently, the sole-mource evard to Asrogpace was approved by
The Avaistant Occretary of the Havy (Rencarch and Devedopment)s Tha
docinion to sward was concurred dn by tha Departnent of the Air Porca,
On Doacoxbar 22, 3572, a dotermination was made {n accardencae with
paragraph 2-407,8(b)(2) to maeka the suvard motwithstaading tha protest.

You contand that a sole-acurces suard Lo Anro:maca“iwu vnnuthorized
bocause thy Placning Research Corporation was end 1s £ully cupabla of ',
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pecforuing the work covered by the award to Aerospacs, In addition,
you muintain that the loyy!s avard to Actoypace iolaten the recently -
announaivd Dapartment of Pefenso policy of precluding Federwd Contract
Rosaarcli Centors fronm porforuing tuelke which could be pexfonyed by
for-profic companies, eiting tha Hserdngs on Federal Contract Reseaxrch
Centers Bofore the Ad loo Subcommittes on Roaearch and Development of
tha Sonate Connitton on Armed Bervices, 92d Cong,, 2d Seav., Pt, 5,

at, 3229, 3231~32, 3N0-11 (1972) and 8, Rept. Wo, 92-962, 924 long.,

24 Beas, 99100 (1972)¢ Whila thils second contantion raiseo a'question
of procurement policy ra opposed to tha legnl rropriety of tha iward
to Acrospacs, the undarlying considexations are tha vao, A yen
recogniza, 4f a sBolergource award to Aeroapaca 1o justifiad, thora

" would bo o quantion of a violation of Nzpartment of Defease polivy \
relativa to ths utilivetion of Vederal Coatract Hesoarch Laatera,

A lottoer dated Decewer 29, 1972, with olaspilied enclosures,

* frou the Deputy Chief ¢f Naval laterial (Procwremcut srd Production),
xepprting on the protost wsa wade syailsble to you for cotvuwnt, On
Jawvery 4, 1973, a coxfarenca wag hiedld in our Office with xepresenta-
tives of the Hevy and tha Plroning Rescarch Corpovation. Ag indicated
in your subidcoion of January 19, 1973, the docuncatetion disclaxed by
© the Nuvy banea the mmurd to Aeroapuce on the growevd that it 15 the only
orpauiration qualificd to perfeoriv under the xcevised vecope of worl. Your
suwbrioslion queations tho thorouiaress of the Hayv's evalaation of thu
qualificntions of the Plauning liecenveh Covporation, Wil respect to
thn Planning Rescarch Coxporstion's qualizficntions, you have subaitted
svhstantivl documantation testifying to its.nbility to parforn coervices
¢% tho natwe coverad by our xequegt fox proposals,

- In our wiey, the conclusion vhich you ¢z from the rosoxd-nancly,
that tha Ploaning Resesvch Corporatiem L v well qualifiel cz Aerospaca
to perforn tha voric = in brsad on tho asstyptlon that thero has been no
chango in thae wcopa of work.

huring the sonference on Jrnusry 4, 1973, tha Havy raprescntatives
waintained that thexe had been, in fast, a chanpa $n tha scops of the
vork, and that borause of thoe chango tho Aorospaco Corporation was tlio
only orpenication qualified to perform. Howaver, thay alvo adviced
thot tho pertincat circusstancon involvaed were so highly clasnifiad
that diuclosura of, tha gupporting docunentation would not be wmade.
llavortheleas, on Jauwery 15, 1973, our Genorol Counsel van crelly briafod
on tho pertinont eircumstancan by reprasentatives of tha Navy end the
Alr Yorce.

The hiphly cloantfiad fnfornation provicded orelly end information
in the record roquire us to conclude that the ownrd to Acrospece wos
Justified, C
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Actordingly, your protant 1a dended,

f

#incoxely youry,:

(SIGNED) ELMER B, STARTS

O Comptroiler General
. vf the United Btates
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