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B-179211 ' September 28, 1973

C/UG PG Electronicso, Incorporated
‘be:\ sl Jorth }ighland
T-Auroru, Illinois €0506
Attentions lr, Donald J. Barrett
President

Gontlement

_ Reference 1o mde to your Jetter of July 10, 1973, and tua-
gequent correspondence, proteating the avayd of o contrack Lo nuy
\ other bidder purauant to Invitetion for Dida (IFB) Yoo D33eN0DW73-B=
A ‘-Co, ALOY4, Sssued My 31, 1973, by the Dofense (enaral, Supply Genter of
9-the DLefense Supply Agency (Bin), Richmond, Virginia,

/

Briefly etated, you allece that your failure to bid a price
for item 3 of the invitation was an ebvious niatake vhica chowld
be eorsacted, For renoons hicreinmafter stoted, o mmat concludu 1t
vould be impromer to pexnit you to insert & prics for itenm J after
bid opecning.

The TFD in question was isewed Lo prosure o reiinlte quantity
of Clesynnee Jaxhor Jiphts, ‘ihe cobadule licted vhreo covarute itemad
ditem 1 colicdited bids for 154 Lights, to ba delivernd to OQaitdund,
Californing item A eovered 394 lighty, to bo delivared to Yracy,
California; ond item 3 was tor 8507 Lliphtn, to bo {alivered to Liichirond,
Virpintia, All iteas were to Le shipred and delivervd f.0,b, destination,
Tho imvitation aid not require bidderv to bid on all iteas,

On Juna 21, 1973, thrce bids vers yaeceived and vpancd, Gpectron,
Incorposated, Lid §1.73 for cach iten, and tho Aurora Curd & Ladble
Company bid @149 for cach items Your caspany bid $1,31 for itaoma 1
and 2, but feilod to submit any bid for Llcia J.

On Jwe 26, 1973, you notified DSA by telepran that DO'n (ailure
to bid on iten 3 van a elericol crror, and that you wished to correct
he bid by inmerting a price of 1,3k por unit for itea 3, At evidoneca:
of the allened crror you subsitted a retained copy cf the Invitavion
on whiich & unit price of $1.31 appeared for item 3. You alco contond

' /,] ,'



B-179211

| I ’
A

that your intention to bid on iten 3 is evidenced by your offer to
decreasa your bid pries for "ALLY {tem3 if the Govermant viere to
waive thoe reguirerent yor firat article approval teating. Tids
offer appeared in the bid vhich you subiiitted, as follouss

“Chily, VATVFR O FIUST ARTICLE AVFROVAL TESTS
(Deorenne in Price)

L % o ®
Dacrease in Prieo Unit Price Iereased
Item No, By ¥rom To
ALY, _ 15 ench $lo3l ¢1 16"

Therafore, you axpue that correction ahiould be ermitted pursuant to
Arnzd Bervices Proowremsnt Regotation (ASER) 2-h00,3(a)(2) end (3)
vhich nunthorizas bid coryection winore theve ig cleax and convineing
evidainco of thy cxistence of a nistyke and the bid actunlly intended,
provided na louey bidder in dinplaced by virtus of the ¢ovreciiny
unless tha reawdred evidencs is accerteivable subatenticlly fran the
fnvitation and Lid iteelf, Murthor, 4t 4in your position that n prien
for 1(c1 3 nway now be ingerted since & moidification of a bid unich
wakans {he Cemms of ay otherise succecsfl Lid pore fuvorable o the
Uovernmenb may be connidercd at ary tima it is recalved,

Wo have held that e bid vhich fails to inolude a price for an item
generally rmay not ba carrected afier bid opening to permis. the bidder

~ to incert cuch a price: Seae 52 Compe Gone ___ (B-1773C8, tarch 23,

1973), vhere vo stated as followat

"o pronwlgate o yuale vhich would allod biddera to
correct a price caivsion aftor an allegution of
vatake In bid would gencrally prant the bidder an

ortion to cxplain after opening whathor his intunt
was to pexrfom tre work ior vhich the prices vero : .
originmally omitted, B-170254, Septesher 1, 1972,
To extend thia option vould in ofifeet bo tantamomnt
to yranting tho oprortunity to subuis a new hid, °

' B-1CGT78, July 9, 19593 1-101628, July 20, 18067;
B=250168, Movembar 13, 1942, VYo have thereforw held
that an allepaticn of errox is propar for consideration
only whore the bid is respondive and. othervwise propor
for avcoptance. KO Coup. Gene 432, 435 (1901)3 30 Cowp.
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Gan, 819, 021 (1959); B-180653, Janyary 26, 1947}
B-1L8701, Juna 27, 1992, Althoush vhe Governiynt
could effiect saving in soxe proguxvients by allowe
ing correction 9F nonrcaponslive hids, the rany
Jeciaiona kolddng tant o nenveoponnivo bid pay not

La corrected are panitcstationg of the yeinciple

that it 15 roroe in tho interest of the Governmnt to
patntain inteprity dn the ecaspetitive bid psyatem than
it is to obtain a conctary gain in an individual awerii.
D-162628, sunra."

Wa bavo, hounver, recornized & wvory limited excoption tn thic
rulg vhere the bid, ags suaitted, indleaten not anly the probability
of oriar but nlso the exact nature of the erray end tha amount
intendeds 177353, nrnrae In thay case, for exprple, the bidder
subinittod ¢ anit prico or S1,491 for Liz dncrensntal quantitice of
1 through 9, 6 throvgh 15 ond 29 throvsh 35, but the bidier fuldled
to innovt a pryica rov the midile quantity of 16 throvsh 25, Ve cone
cluded 3t wra evident from ths bicalas pattern QoL the Lidder ,
intendad to offer a unit price of $1,49L on the 16 through 25 quantity
alao.

In the inntant e, rlthough you bid the cano price for jlems

L and 2, and.cach of the other bidlers alod subniticd the sane price
for all itecas, we do nob beliogva thals entaldishes o patvern of bIdding
ginco Stz 3 called fov roro than tuice a8 many uaite as iteng 1 and
: & sorbined ard epecifisd a Gelivery roint on thue oast coast (Virginia)
' ubile the other items called Joy dolivery on the went coant (Califozaie).

Therefora, we do 0t baldove we ray conclide that you cileardy intended
to suwhnit o vid on dter 3. Ircover, va bullevae your olfexr of u prica
reduction for all, itexs upon waiver orf firut articlo testing doza not
oatablish your intentiqa to furnigh ftem 3, sinco the price decreaco
reaconably way be construed nug roaler»ing only to ril the iters for

.

which a Lid price of §l.3L per undt ves inserted, L.c., itcas L and 2,

Vith regnrd to your contention that correction should ba permitted
under the rule permitting bid modifications which make otherwiso
succeasful bida rore favorable to thoe Goavarmacnt, we do not npree that
the rule is applicabla hars since your Liad is not otherwise acceptavle

and, in any evont, you are not proposing to reduce your prico.
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Finally, yov have contanded that the ageney should have listed
its requirements as a single line item in order to avoid the poasi-
bility of a bidding mistake, We find no> basis for objecting to theo
format Lsed, however, £ince the agency anticinnted making separate

avuards for each destination,

Accordingly, your protest is denied,
" Bincerely jyours,

Cormptroller Goneral
of the United Ltates
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