P4 T:OMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 10543
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January 29, 1974

B~179521

Ht’. Po u. Hoom

Authorized Cert’fying Officer

Regional Office, Reglon 2

Bureau of Reclumation

United States Decpartwent of the Interior
2800 Cottage Vay

Sacramento, California 95825

Dear Mr, loore:

Purther reference is wade to your letter of August 16, 1973,
refeyence }P-363, 256, with enclosures, requesting our advance decision
as to vhether the attached voucher in the emount of $477,07 in favor
of My, Jarmes J, Rech, an employee of the Bureau of Reclamation, United
States Department of the Interior, may be certified for payment under
the circumstances hereinafter related.

Hr, Roch was suthorized a change of official station from Biemarck,
Horth Dakota, to Aubura, California, pursuant to Travel Authorizaticn
No. A~73-12, dated September 27, 1372, Azong other thinga, the travel
orders authorized[reimbursement for subsistence expenses{of }Nr, Roch
and his iomediate femily while occupying temporary quarters incident
to the transfer,

The record indicates the employes, his wife, and four children
arrived at their new duty station on November 2, 1972, They secured
wotel accormodations intending to move into their newly purchased
permanent residence upon delivery of their household goods which had
been promised on or before liovember &4, 1972, During the evening of
Novewber 3, 1972, they moved into their still uniurnished new permanent
residence, which lacked rooking and laundry facilities, and slept there
in sleeping baga, The next day they wmoved back into & motel, but
returned to their house on Hovember 5, wiere they renained until
November 10, when again they moved into a motel. On Novewber 12,

1972, they again occupied their residence where they remained, Their
househiuld effects were delivered on November 14, 1972, Mr, Roch
clained subsistence expenses for the period from liovembey 2 through
Noveuber 14, 1972, including lodging expenses for the days actually
spent in a motel, contending that the family was residing in tenporary
quartcrs under camp-like conditions, until receipt of their household
effects, vhich permitted then to establish a permanent residence, On
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his original voucher he was apparently reicbursed texporary quartars
expenses for one and one-fourtn days coverinpg the period from his
arrival at thes new atatioa until he first occupied his residence,

You acek, an advence decision on the dinslloved portfon of the claix
bepinning on liove=ber 3, 17272, vhen Mr, Roch and his faully {irst oc-
cupiad thelr permaanent residence, vhich pariod ig covered by tha reclaim
vouchexr you attached,

Saction 8 of 0ffice of Managepant and Hudret Circular Ho, A-56
Revised, Aupust 17, 1971, in forca at the time in queostion, poverns
subsistenca expensens of emplovees and their fanilies wiile occupylog
tenporary quarters wuaen an employee L8 transferrod to a nev oificial
otation, Subzsection 8,2c defined tomporary quartars as followad

"e, Lhat conatitutas temporary quarters, Tenporary
quarters velers to ezny lodring ootained {ron private or
cocmarcial sources to Le occupied temporarily Ly the en-
ployee and/or rercbers of his irnediate fanily who have
vacated the raofdenca quarters in waich thoy wvere residing
at the time the transfer was authorized,”

In accordanca with the above-quotad subsection of the Q') Circular
ve have consistently held that an enmployee may not Le roinburned for
tenporary quarters and subsisteonca evxpenses aftov he occupievs the resi-
dence in which lie intends to verain, Ve have pevertiinless made exceptions
to this policy vhen there is evidence in the record that the cuployse
had reasonably demonstrated hia intent to use the quartery on anly a
tenporary basis, B-174648, January 18, 1972,

¥e believe the evidence in the preoent record indicates that
Mr, Roch intended to use his unfumished house on only a teuporary basia,
His intent was clearly waalfested by the soveral moves he and his facily
rade betwoen thu motel and the house, LULowevar, oncae !r, Roch and his
faxily perzanently occupicd the house on ilovecder 12, 1972, and manifested
thic intent by renaining there until the arrival of their houzchold
effects, two dayn later, his entitlument to temporary quarcers and
subslotence expenses ccaned,

Accordingly, Mr. Roch would he entitled to tewporary nuartars
and subsiotenca expenses claimed on his voucher in the amount of §408,82,
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for the period 12:01 a,m,, Novezber 4, 1972, through 6 p.,m,, Hovember 12,
1972, The employee's voucher is returned herewith and may be paid in
accordance with the foregoing if otherwise correct,

Sincerely yours,

RF KELLER

:'fnaputv Cumptroller General
of the United States

Enclogure





