COMPTROLIER GENERAL OF THE UHITID STATES
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Vinnell Corporation
1145 Vestoinister Avenue
Alhambra, Ceiifornia 91803

Attention: G, R, Owens
Manager of Confracts

Gentlemeny

We refer to your telefax message dated Nuvembar 26, 1973.
protasting agalnst awaxd of contracts under prcposals numbers
70470 ang 2582-34, issued by the Government of Auverican Heamoa,

Resolution of your protest on its merits is nwot required
slnce our Office is without juriudiction to render an authori-
tative decision on the matter,

- In our decision reported at 46 Comp, Gen, 586 (1966), we

~ concluded thet Samoa is an entity anzlogous to a State and, con-
sequently, Saroa is not a Federal agency for purposa oY the rule
hat where one, Pederal agency damages property of anothar Federal
agency, funus available to the firat may not be used to pay claime
for damages by the sacond, Insofar as this holding relatas to
status, it is consiatent with our prior acceptance of the view
that the Government of American Samoa is not a Pederal agency.
B'131569, Juao 11' 1957,

The Govertment of Amecrican Samoa collects and expends reve-
nues not vholly appropriated by tha Congress, and the Department
of the Intaricvs is 2f the opinion that Samoa is not an {ntepgral
organizational component ¢f that Department,

In. view of these circumstances and since, as stated below,
federally approprianted funds are not involved in the procurement,
wve arc of the opinion that the Government of American Samoa 1is
not a Federal agency within the meaning of soction 1-1,203 of the
Fedoral Procurcment Regulationa (FPR)., See, also,40 U,S8,C, 472
(a) arid (b). Those regulations are therefora not applicable to
procurcments xade by Samoa. Sce FPR sec, 11,004,
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Horeovar, we are informnlly advised by tha Department of the
Interior that the fuuding for this procurement was drawn from an
account consisting of commingled Federal grant mwoney and local
revenues, Federal grant fundn so commingled lose their character
as public funds, B-13)36Y; supra,j; B-169707, Aupust 31, 1970,
copy enclosed, In short, no appropriated funds wers involved in
the procurement at hand,

Sinca your protast Joes not involve the expenditurs of appro-
priated funds, the application of the policias and procedures pre=
scribed by FPR, or 41 U.8.f, 253, providing advertising requirements
for the Fedaral executive agenciss, we must decline to consider
your protest under our bid protent jurisdiction,

Sincerely yours,

faul G, Denmbling

For the Comptroller Gesneral
of tho United States
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