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' 2 S COMPTROLAER GENERAL OF THE UHIThO STATES
WASHIUTGYON, D.PC IQ4S

B-180148 -< < '; ~ December 13, 1973

Vinnell Corporation
1145 Westminiuter Avenue
Alhambra, Craifornta 91803

Attention: G, R. Owens
Manager of Contracta

Gentlement

We refer to your telefax message dated November 26, 1973,
protesting against awatd of contracts under proposals mnubera
71470 an4 2582034, issued by the Government of AMerican Samoa.

Resolution of your protest on its merits is olot required
since our Office is without jurisdiction to render an authori-
tative decision on the matter,

In our decision reported at 46 Comp. Con. 586 (1966), we
concluded that Samoa i an entity analogous to A State And, con-
aequently, Ssroa is not a Federal agency for purpose of the rule
0tat where onePederal agency damages property of anothor Federal
agency, fun4s available to the first nay not be used to pay claims
for damagenr by the ancond. Insofar as thin holding relat-is to
status, it is consistent with our prior acceptance of the viow
that the Govermnent of American Samoa is not a Federal agency.
D.131569, JuAe 11, 1957.

ili Goverrment of American Samoa collects and expends reve-
nues not vholly appropriated by the Congress, and the Department
of the Intqrio: in f the opinion that Samoa is not an integral
organizational componunt of that Department.

Ia view of these ctrcumotances and since, as stated below,
federally appropriated funds ara not involved in the procurement,
we are of the opinion that the Government of American Samoa is
not a Federal agency withinu tle moaning of saction 1"1.203 of the
Fedoral Pt:ocurement Regulations (FPR), fee, also,40 U.S,C. 472
(a) add (b), Those regulations are therefore not applicable to
procurements zade by Samoa. Soe FPR sec. lwl.004b
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Moreovar, we ari tuforuuilly adviued by the Department of the
Interior that the fu.sding for this procurement was drawn from an
account consisting of commingled Federal grant money and local
revenues. Federal grant fundn 3o commingled lose their character
as public funds, B-13t.561f aup 9 B-169701, August 31, 1970,
copy enclosed, In shovt, no appropriated funds were involved in
the procurement at hando

Slncn your protest *oes not involve the expenditure of appro'
priated funds, the applitatiou of the policies and procedures pro-
scsribed by FPR, or 41 U.Sr. 253, providing advertising requirements
for the Federal executive agencies, we must decline to consider
your protest under our bid proteat jurisdiction.

Sincerely yours,

Paul a. Dembling

FPrnthlecomptrollor General
of the United States
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