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+ COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASIINGTON, D.C, 20348

B-~179449 Hovembar 26, 1973

- H
Mxe Joseph A, Pagliapotti |
Authorized (ertifying Officar
Bureau of Mines
United Gtates Department of the Interior
hullding 20, Denver Vederal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225

Dear Mr, Pagliasottis

Rofarcnce ia made to your letter dated Aupust 10, 1973, with enclo-
' surag, requesting our advance decinion as to the propriety of certifying
for payment the enclosed trayel voucher in the apount of S265.80 in favor
of Mr. Thonas E, Anderson representing tho expensas of a house huntipn
teip prior to his permancnt change of station from Luluth, Ji{nnesotn, to
Lansing, liichigan,

The record showa that lr, Andergon and his wife porformed the hougo
hunting trip durdng the perfod June 18-26, 1973, Uowever, tho travol
authorization isouad on June 5, 1973, to cover the change of station trans-
for did wot uantien the house hunting trip. This trip had been discuased
vith Liis supervicora and it was apparently planned that lr. Andersen would
make epot aalety inapections of operations in the Lansing area at the aune
tirme he pexformed his house hunting trip. Hr, Andeveon's supervisor has
inforned us that the houvse hunting trip vas inadvertently omitted frow the
transportation request prepared for Yr. Andorson's reasaignment frov Duluth
to Lanain,,.

Undexr P. L, £9~316, 5 U.8.C. 5724a(n)(2), which 1is inplemented by
Fadaral Property lanarcanent Repulation (FPMR) 101-7, paragraph 2--4, an
euployee and his spoura may, under appropriate circunatances, inecident to
A pernancut chanpje of atation, lLe authorired one round trip to seck poermn-
nent Cesidenco quarters at his new duty staticn, FPMR 101-7, paragraph 2-43c
istates:

"e. Authorization prior to trip, Tho trip for finding
residence quartera shall not bo mada at Government expenae
unless a pernanent changa of statlon travel order has bewn
issuad whieh includes nurhnri7nrion Jor the round trip and
wodo of transportation and period of tine allowed for tho

of
L/ P"OP"“ 6’4‘-( ol PG&(M@ 1t e Travel l/oucﬁej

- Z/¢-a.5+/- BEST DOCUMENT AVAILABLE

L ' H
I | '



.r
A

B-~179449 ‘

trip, specifins the date for veporting at the new official
atation, &wl indicatoo that the cerployee has signed the
requirad agreement, An euployea ghall ba in & duty soatus
during the authorized round trip period of ebsence,”

In cercafn cases e hava ellowed the paywsant of erpensen for a houwoe
hunting trip notuithstanding the fret that no written authordzation hiad
been igaued prior to the crip whera the enployce was varbally authorized
the trip by o veopongible efficer befova 4t was tolien and tha nanner in
yiadeh 1t wag tuken was in the best interests of the egency. Sea B-1G7%19,
October 22, 19G3{ B=-170329, October 19, 1970; RB-175938, Novenbax 16, 1%72.
In the presrnt casa Mr. Anderson wae advised by his pupervieors that hie
hounie hunting trip vas authovizod, Vip supervicora, however, did uot hove
the suthority to grant cuch approval, Ve have held that Iin tho abienen of
ruthorlzation prior to porformanca of the trip by an official veatcd with
authority to grant oueh cathorization, housa hunting trip expenaecs ray not
ba rvedwburced, YHee B-168314, Janvary 14, 1970; u-168797, Maweh 6, 1970,
B-175802, July 24, 1972, 1In tha precent case, no authorization, verbal or
wricten, wag pdven to liv, Andevson by any duly suthordxzed officinl puior
to the txip.

The travel authovication fasucd June § by » duly authoriced offfcleal
duos not tiition & house huercdng tvip, The inclusica n the authavizaticn
of tha ntetervmt, "I'rovisivie of P L. 89-515 approvaed July 2L, 1Y¢6,
definad 4n Offica of Maparcdent and Fudpet (OMN) Gircular Mo, A-56 will
apply to thiu transder” 4s not sufficient to pllow reimburscuont of houre
hunting trip oxpenses Leeawse FRIM 101-7, parapyaph 2-4.1la (vhich supor-
soded OMB Circular No, A-56 on lMay 1, 1273) otutae that an appropriate
official of tho agency rewvensible for paynant of travel and transportation
allovances unnt gpecificaliy deternine whether cuch a txip chould ho autho-
vieed, FDUR J0X~7, pavagrapn 2-4,1b states that the trip "ehall ho gutho-
rizad only when the efveuustances {ndfcata 4t in sotuolly needad,” Innsnuch
ans theae pravisions ranuire gpecific circurstances to he found to exint
befora such o trip way La athorited hy tho appropriate officiele, the gon-
exal etatenent applying Fo Le 89-516 to the tyranofer is wot adequate to por-
nit roimburaenent for travel to seeck sosaidencae quartero,

The oitly aduinistrative errors vwhich may be retroactivoly corractod
to Incrassc or decrennn bhenefits allowable to coployeen ave those which
rolata to a failure to follow the specific intent of the appropriste
suthoriviny offictal, N-160797, gupxas The duly authorizod ofXdicifals
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could form no spacific intent wich vogard to Mr, Anderson's entitlemont
to a house hunting trip at CGoverament erpense, since thay were not
requeatoed to authorize the trip, Therefore, no poat-approval of the
txip by those officinla claiming nn administrative error pey be pada.
The failure of Iy, Andevsou's supervisors to obtnin proper authorization
for the house hunting txip cannot be construed to be an admipnlotrotive
cxror whereby an exceoptiom to the rogulatery requiremento may ba pranted,

In viey of the foregoing, the vouchor which is returped herevith wa
y

‘not be certified for pnymont., Morcover, My, Andexson is not eatitled to

per diem for the period in question hy virtua of the contemplated apot
prafety incpections of oparations in the Lansing area, since no nppropriate
travel authorization was iesued therefor and tha contemplated inspuctions

vare never nado,

You also posed n broader question regarding FOUR 101~7, parspraph
2-4 as tu whethor this regulation pormitas reimburgement for expennen in
connection with a trip to seok residence quanters Lf the nepaon Lox such
a trip van to close on a purchase agrecmont which wan exccuted pyior to
the actual. taling of tha trip. Ve do wot ordinarily answar genoxal oy
liypothetical quastions but only vender decinions on specific questiona
presented., llovever, in this case the angswer ia clear, ¥'IR 101~7, para-
graph 2-4,1, oete forth the gonoral policy that a house harting tvip chould
ba authorized only vhen it is actually needed, In B-162503, Juna 12,
1969, wa held that a trip aftar erzecution of the purchnuy agrecment for a
house in oxder to make a final inspection, arrange home {inancin: or ocxe~
cute tho scttlament documentation is beyond tha scope of 5 U,5.C,
5724a(a) (2) &nd pection 2,4 of the OMB Circular lo. A-5C (now FPMR 101-7,
paragraph 2-4). Thorcfore, your question must be answerci in the nepativa,

Sincexely youra,
B ol.ju]'l’.l‘;}’lL E-R

!Depily Coumptroller Genaxal
of the United Staten
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