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Administrator of Veterans' Administration (VA)
has authority under 38 U.S.C. § 5103 and 5223
to order expenditures from General Post Fund
for purpose of providing luncheon or dirner in
connection with annual recognition cercmony for
VA volunteer workers.

This is in response to a letter from the Administrator of the
Vetersns Administretion requesting our views on the proposed suthor-
izstion of "¥ % * the expenditure of funds from the General Post
Fund to provide & luncheon or dinner in conjunction with the gnnual
recognition cereaony for volunteers." In support of the proposal
the Administrator ststes:

“ihe need for volunteers in conjuaciion vith our
madical progrem, with its meny new and chanzing
treatment techniques, has increased tremendously

in the past Tew yecrs., In Fiscal Year 1974, ¢

monthly aversge of over 106,000 volunteers gave a
total of approximately 10 million hours of service

in VA hospituls snd clinics and in community care
prograns. The nonstary value of these services is

not inconsequential, o fact apparent on its face,

As was stzted by a previous Administrater in the

1663 submission, a lunchieon or dinner at the annual
recognition ceremony would provide further stimuletion
end induceament for the performonce of voluntecr ser-
vice, Not only do I share that view, but I cnticipate
such functions would tend to increnss volunteer in-
terest &nd psrticipsation, snd would contribute to e
stronger VA-comnmunity relationship and understsnding,
perticularly with young high-school age citizens,
which is so veluable end necessary today."

As stated in 43 Comp. Gen. 305 (1963), it is & general rule of
long standing thet funds eppropristed for Goverhment departments and



B-152331

egencies ney not be vsed for entertrining individusls by giving
lunchzons, ete., except when speeificslly cuthorized by statute
snd euthorized or epproved by proper céninistrrtive officers.
Hovever, the Gonersl Fost Fund is declered by 31 U.5.C. 725s
(45)(1970) to be & trust fund, znd the secticn provides thet
such trust funds "shell bLe disbtursed in corplionce with the

"terms of the trust.”

There are tvo sections of the United States Code which deal
with the issue of authority to order disbursencats from the
General Post Fund. 38 U,5.C., § 5103 (1970) states:

“Dishursemonts froﬂ tho ngwr'l
shnll he cmdn on GouNY o
cerction of ARy
Acriinicty: | :
UL AR
seetion o3 iz vivle; cxc&pc Cin
the taststor or donor hrg directed or
Gireet that his devise, baguaest, or gift be dew
voted to & porticulzy use vupori ed by this
chopter, the szme, lsss cxpenses incurred, or
the nzt proceods thereof, uarll be used or dis

bursed &5 &lracted, except thet ¢ procatory
direction rhell bve Fvlfilled only insofer os may
be proper or precticrble; ¢nd (£) if the tes tﬂto
or donor shzll hrve indicsled his desire that
his devisc, beauest, or gift shall Le for the
venefit of persons in hospitals or homes, or
other institutions oparated by the United Strtes

ut under the juricdiction of sn officinl other
then the Adainistirotor, the same, less expenses
incurred, or the net procecds therceof which acy
cone into possession of the Administrator, shell
be distursed by trensfer to the govoerwning ~ue-
thorities of such institution, or otherwise in
such menner s the Administrntor ncy determine,
for the bvencfit of the persons in the institution
indicnted by the teststor or donor, I'or proper
purposes, A8 nearly s practicable in confomulty
with such desire of the testotor or donor,”
(Emphzeis sdded.)

38 U.8.C. & 5223 (1570) provides:



"Disbursements from the Fund shnll be
mede by the Division of pisbursements, Ureasury
Department, upon the order rna within the dis=-
creticn of the Auninistretor ior the beneilt
of members and patvicents while being supnligg
care or trertment Ly the Vetorcns' iLdminis-
Trotion in eny fociiity OF NOSTAthl.  2ie
authority conbained in the preceding sentence
is not limited to focilities or hospitels
vnder direct administrstive control of the
Veterans' Administration."

Thus, except with respect to certsin monles in the Fund,
the Administrator's authority to order disbursements from the
Genersl Post Fund is rsther broad. See B-125715, KNovember 10,
1955. It is, in fact, only limited by the requirement that
such disbursements be "% * * for the benefit of members end
patients while being supplied care or treatment by the Veterans'
Administration in any fecility or hospitel." Therefore, eany
expenditures of funds from the Generzl Post Fund that the Ad-
ministrator determines should be mede, and in regerd to which
it mey reasoncbly be stated that they sre "¥* * ¥ for the benefit
of members ond patients while being supplied care or treatment by
the Vetersns' Adaministration in eny fecility or hospitsl # * ¥,
ere legal expenditures, snd we would not be reguired to object
to them. We believe that the proposed expenditures reesonebly
could be construed as being for the benefit of members and patients
rs contended by the Administretor. lence, thce expenditures proposed
vwould not constitute an sbuse of the discretion vested in the
Administretor by the cited statutory authority end, therefore, we
do not object to thelr suthorization by the Administrator.
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