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DECISION

Richard G. Kaiser - Travel expenses

DIGEST: :

g Employee authorized to travel from Missoula,
Montana, location while on annual leave, to
Seattle, Washington,and Portland, Oregon,eand -
return and who has been reimbursed for travel
expenses in connection therewith may not be
allowed additional reimbursement for construc-
tive travel from his official duty station,
Washington, D.C., to Seattle and Portland and
return.

This action is in response to a request for an advance
decision by an authorized certifying officer of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, United States Department of the Interior
whether he may certify for payment the voucher of Mr. Richard G.
Kaiser, an employee of the Fish and Wildlife Service in the
amount of $297.93, claimed as travel expenses im connection
with an official trip to Portland, Oregon, and Seattle, Washingtonm,
on July 22 and 23, 1974.

The information furnished shows that on July 5, 1974, a
request was made to the Associate Director, Fish and Wildlife
Management, Washington, D.C., for Mr. Kaiser's presence at the
{initial review of the architect/engineer's presentation of the
design for the Makah National Fish Hatchery in Washington,
scheduled for the latter part of July 1974. Mr. Kaiser, with
his official duty station at Washington, D.C., indicated that
he would be available during the week of July 21, 1974, for
whatever time was necessary. He also indicated at that time
that he would be on annual leave in Montana commencing the
week of July 15, 1974. Accordingly, by Travel Authorizationm
No. 0003, dated July 8, 1974, and signed by Mr. Kaiser,
authorization was given for Mr. Kaiser's travel by common
carrier from Missoula, Montana, where he was on vacation to
Portland, Oregon,and return between July 21 and 23, 1974,

On July 11, 1974, this travel authorization was amended to
permit Mr. Kaiser to also travel to Seattle, Washington,on
official business during this same period.
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On August 5, 1974, Mr. Kaiser sulmitted & voucher fn the
smount of 563.10 for the travel performed. A Schedule of
Exponsgs and Ascounts Claimed flled im connection with this
voucher indicates that within the time pericd of July 22 and
23, 1974, Mr. Kaiger traveled at Government expeuse from
Missoula to Seattle and Portland and returned to Missoula.

Thercafter, on September 6, 1974, Mr. Raiscr submitted an
additionsl voucher and Schedule of Expenses sud Amounts Ciaimed
in the smount of $297.93. In an accempanying wemorandua
Mr. Kaiser indicates that this voucher zepresescts constructive
travel expenses from his officisl duty staticen, washington, D.Cey
to Seattle snd Portland and return between July 21, 1974, and
July 24, 1974, VWith respect to his claim ot $297.93 the
mesoranduwa from Mr. Kelser states, in part, as fcllowsi

"y feal that since I would have performed this
trip regardlass of wy visit in Montsna that I
should really be eatitled to relmburaement for
expenses from Washingtonm, D.C., in the aaount
Dot to excoed loweat cost by comwon carrier”

Federal Travel Regulations (FFHR 101-7) para. l-l.4
(May 1972), promulgated pursusnt to 5 U.S.C. 5707 (1970)
provides, in part, as followss

Yautharity for trsval. Txcept as othermwise
provided by lasw, all trsvel shall Le either authorized
or approved by the hezad of the agency or by en official
to whiowm such suthority has been delegated, # & & ¥

The record shows that Mr. Kaiser wes euthorized to- travel from
Missouls his location vhile on ennusl leave, t2 Portland and
Seattle and return. There was no suthorizsticn, BOT wap their

sny obligation on the part of the Covermnment, to either suthorize
or reimburss Mr. Zaiser for travel from his officlal duty station.
The gensral vule {5 that when an cmployee proceads to a point ewsy
from his officlial duty station on sanual leave he assumes the
obligation of returning himself thereto at his own expense. 1}
Comp. Gen, 336 (1932)3 16 1d. 164 (1936); 1d. 481 (1936); 19 1d.
977 (1940)3 30 1d. 443 (195L); B-141905, February 23, 1950.
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Since there was no added expense fncurred by Mr. Raiser,
other than the travel from Missoula, to Portland, to Scattlie, and
return for vhich he has been reiwbursed in returaliung to the point
where he interrupted hiz leave to perform temporary duty, the
vouchar may not be certified for payment, The papers transamitted
with your letter of October 21, 1974, are returned herewith as

requasted. ‘

R.F. RELLER
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