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THE COMPTRUOLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES

WABHINGBGTON, D.C, 20848

DECISIN

CLA115:G§GI 2[17975

FILE: pn.169392

MATTER OF:  gravan ¥, Kinsley Change of Yexwanant Duty
Station

DIGEST:  puployes notified while ot temporary duty station

that teunporvary duty ttation has bean changad to

pornonent duty station may be reinbursed for

roumd=-trip travel expanses from new station to

old station for purxpose of arranging and affacting .

nove of family and housshold affecte,

Thie action 1s in rewponsc to & requunt fron the Dirsctor of
the Pinancial Managament Nivieion; Regional Comiansionar of Cuatoms,
U,3, Custons Sarvico, for vaconaideration of a decisicn by the
Aporoving Officer, Patyrol Nivision, U,S, Customs Service, dig~
alloving various expansas incurrad by Steven P, Kinaleor incident
to a change of hio permanent duty station,

Tha record ahows that {n Decembsr 1973, while My, Kinalor was
on temporary duty in San Ditgo, California, ha was notified that
his pnrmnnoat duty statiov had beea changod from Hew York, New York,
to San Divgo with an effactiva Jgta of Noveumber 25, 1973, Mr, Kinsalar
d4d not return to New York uitil Auguat 10, 1974, nt vhich timo he
made arrangemunta to acll his housa and move his faniiy to S8an Diego,
After hio return to San Diega, Mr, Kinolor wubnitted a travel voucher
for tha-oxpanges incurred, liis roquest for raimbursoment for air
fare from 8an Diago to New York and for calb fare from John F,
Rennedy Afirport to his homae oa Long Ioland was dieallowad, Although
his wifa received per diem for the veturn trip by ecnr, Hr. Kinalar's
olaim for por diem during thst period was also daniad,

Tha perconnel iuvolved In the tyvanafer were net allowed to
raturn to their old post of duty irmediataly bLocauss it would
disrupt tha nperationn, Ia Decendbaer 1973 oud January 1974, howovar,
they were allowed to roturn in groups of three., Mr, Kinslor's
delay in veturning wac baged upon his undeorstanding that he had
1 year to effect the meva to his new post of duty, Apparently,
the othor enployeea have buen reiuwbursed for exponses of the
vound-trip raturn, Tha disallowance in Mr. Kinasler's case is
uaderatood to hiave resulted from his return having occurred
savaeral months later thain tha otheor employeas,
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It has jong buen held that vhen an employee is perranently
agsignod to the location whera he is on teaporary duty, the
teanafer of his pernanent duty station {s effactiva on the date
he receivae nztiffcation of £t, 23 Conmp. Gen, 342 (1943); 24 id,-
593 (1945); 30 id. 94 (2nd dacision) (1950); B-150012, Octobor 27,
1966; B-~175881, June 16, 1972, Ws havoe held, therefcro, that in
such aituations, the ewployasa has in fact travpled to the now
duty stution at Covammuent axpanae and that tha Government's
oblipation to transport him to that location as an iucidence of
teansfer has bean uatisfled, As & result, coplnyaece an tenporary
duty at a placs vhich has hecoma thelr perncnent duty station
hava not baen allowed relnhuraenent for oxpenses {ncurred while
raturaing to their old duty stations in order to riaka moving
arrangemants, - Such tripn have been regardad ae persunal and not
ralatad to official government businesa, B-24659, Septambar 30,
1948; D-107864, February 28, 1952; H~140119, April 6, 1960;
B-167022, June 18, 1989,

Thoaa decisionse, however, uasre overruled in Conptreilaerx
Conaral decision D-167022, July 12, 1976, In that caea tha
officere and crov of a Natioual Occanic Atmosphoric Adainistration
vansol were potificed, while tho ship was i{n Seattla, Washiagton,
that. the voensel's homn port was to be changed from Miaoi, Plorida,
to Seattla, Ve hald that they could ba reimbursed for round-trip
traval fron Scattla to Miawmi for the purpose of arranging and
offecting the transportation of thefr fanilies and household
effocts, Yo bavod this dacision on our interpretation of the
intont of Conpress concerning the varioup entitlementy, including
transportation of fawily and housshold effecto to the new duty
station and veivburnement of cartain rasl evtate transaction
axpensog, granted to a transefarred oanployce undexr sections 5724
and 5724a of title 5 of tho Unitad States Coda, As wa stated in
3-167022, July 12, 1276, while it night be posuible for an en-
ployeca to arranga Zor tha trangportation of his fanily and house-
hold offectn and tha sala of hia former residence by mail ox
tolepiiona, we racogniza that many noceasary avrangenoncs for
ralocating an entire hounehold cannot slways ba acconplinhed from
the nav duty gtation end may be donoe mora satisfactorily vhen the
enployee i¢ pliysically present at his old station, We do not
balieve it was intended that employces ha so restrictod In svailing
showsalves of the rolocation allowances granted them by Congress
for the exprass purpose of slleviating tlhia burdens that ayae involvid
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in uprooting a fanily ani rolocating it to a di{ferent gangraphic
area, If thera had been no tranwfer of the heomue port of the
DISCOVERIR, the nfficers und crvew nenbers would have been raturued
8t Govarnmant expanae to their duty stations of }Miamni, Florida.

In light of tha particular facte stated ahove, Mr, Kinsler nay
be rojiwbursed for tha travel axpenses ha incurrsd while raturning
to New York, and, fn addition, wmay be alloved par diem For his trip
back to San Diepo., Accordingly, the vouclhier may Le cartiried for
paynent insofar ns othexwise proper and with appropricte doductiona
for ovarpaynents of per diem made in connection with Mr, Kineler's
wifels travel,
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