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Ameqi'm fLindiloSath a lev bid vat uonrenponaiv'e is
sustained bre bWd ras qualif-ed by-"miMwn cnarge"
sad agency was a-ble to evaluate lnimuirs carge ' effset
an prlco.

1.3. ,regory sad Sons, Inc. (Gregory) 'ad Iiuchioun Brotberso
I=. (cuthison).oi !WpFOtifvell protect the avnrd of a contract
to anyother brZdde# cder th"'GObernMwt of thfrDietrict of Columbia's
(DW "Ziie) bo tidciet~iua UVO07I2O&A-3I-O6-Wfor rental of
outnctias 'ql4c rIucci in''s Lbe¶ lor &iddar, b~ut;the
District a 'clad ,that ithe sard sbould be made to CGeio * ,
the third low biddr. Tin DLutrict ham icncltiled that Uutebiuou'a
bid ir nouresponmive bas. It imciuded a* aollmu charge'for
the *ervicem perf 'innd rad that the vacond low bid is nonremponnive
for another remson whict is not pertinent bere.

Z uthisn *re"e thst L_ bid, if a-ccetedb rwould i epone th
*ds~rsch geFbut -igu o tbst its Ins rtfon of thb '8-hour' 7ftiuat"

io- v'+o devIation'fhat *bouldbo waived. It arg>a'--i thattt~e
fori~ik. 8g of equpipit ntfor periode' of at le st 8 heoars was con-
teplsted by the Dl trict, and tbe fait tha t'he equipsont-unq
*ctinatod houre r it forth in the eollcit-tion to divisible b) 8
further shove'tdist us for periods of la-n than 8 h-urr -the normal
Coverment vorkd y--w % not conterpleted

he do not bali-ve that Hutchi on'o 8.hour ianzi ur charge
i;adition can be rasard-4 * inor or f- tma ersl. The bie'trict

'r ort tht on pr~ vous,infItaton for r tlo onstructlon
*qv1 _t Ite ousted bidd rs to q w tc an hourly reee with:.c
s"4du c rt' ir this procuror nt,-hownvc'S an hourly rnte

'with a *Ladmium ch ir$o sJ not reiuoei-d. In-'oefect. Ru-t~~fson
Imposed a condition not authorized bj'tha'invitation. Jor such
eondition to be v&iv-d-aw a minor inforinlity or irregularity it
must be *on whieb Is sorely a matter of form or is so e inimatrial
varl tion from the xect rsquirctento of tbe solicitation, having
soe*ffect or sorely a trivi l or negligibl- affect on price,

.- ~d be-
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qu'tity, or delina-y of the uppites or pterfo cesees of the
_rw a 'leq-Inj prcured, wnd the trmetoie or waiver of wtich

woiuld not affect the rolasti standiug of, orkbe otbhewic
prejudicial to, bidders. See, Govermat of the District of
Colubtia Material IMsaxeat Mutnual (1975) ,2620.14. It 1.
t ouuible to project what affect on priceT thf ainuai chirga
*111 ave because of the natv e of the coadttikn sad the uncer-
tainty of the Dictrict ' future ned for equipmmnt 'l'lees than
S-hour incrmnte. We cannot conclude, therefore, that EutchLion's
conditininag of Its bid has little or ;a affect an price. Come-
quently, ve will not object to the contracting officer'* conclucion
thaC th- Informality In Rutchloca's bid Is not vaxvable .

Accordingly, Rutchlson's protest lu denied.

1or the Co tro~lar G<enral,4
of the United States
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