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Decision ce: Glenn B. Dunavan; by Robert r. Keller, Deputy
Cowptroller General.

Issue Irea: personnel Nanageuent and compensation: Compensation
( 3001 .

contact: Office of the General Counsel: Civilian Personnel.
Budget Function: General Government: Central Personnel

Nanagenent (805).
Organizaticn Concerned: Department of Agriculture.
Authority: P.T.R. (PPM!R 101-7), para. 2-5.2f. B-185983 (1976w.

Orris C. fuet, Authorized Certifying Officer, requested
a decision regarding a relocated employee's claim for temporary
quarters allowance at ald duty station when his family preceede.
hi. to nev station and occupied permanent quarters there.
Rrgulationa terminate eligibility for this allowance when any
aember of employee's family first occupies new permenent
quarters. (Author/DJW
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° MATTER OF. Glenn R. Dunavan - Temporary Quarters Expensas

S DIGEST: Employee may not receive temporary quarters allowance
at old duty statiov. when his family preceded him to
new duty station and moved into permanent quarters
there. 1Rr para. 2-5.2f terminates eligibility for
temporary quarters allowance at time employee or any
member of his family first occupies new permanent
quarters. B-185983, September 17, 1976.

By a letter dited November 19. 1976, Ms. Orris C. Huet, an
authorized certifying officer with the National Finance Center9
Department of Agriculture, requests an advance decision regarding
the propriety of paying the reclaim voucher of Mr. Glenn R. Dunavan.
Mr. Dunavan claims $418.05 for expenses incurred while occupying
temporary quarters incident to a permanent change of duty station.

The record shows that Mr. Dunavan was issued a travel
authorization on January 27, 1976, for a change of duty station
from Huron to Sturgis, South Dakota. Mr. Dunavan moved his house-
hold goods and family to Sturgis on February 14, 1976, because of
the availibility of housing at the time and the change of schools
by his children. He returned to Huron and did not enter cn duty at
Sturgis until Mirth 14, 1976. Mr. Dunavan is claiming reimbursement
while occupying temporary quarters at Huron for the period February 17,
1976, through March 12, 1976.

Mr. Dunavan's claim for reimbursement of subsistence expenses
while occupying temporary quarters was disallowed under para. 2-5.2f
of the Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7, May 1973), because his
family was already in permanent quarters. Paragraph 2-5.2f provides
as follows$

"In computing 'the iength of time allowed for temporary
quarters at Government expense under the 30-or 60-day
limitations specified herein, such time will begin for
the employee and ill members of his immediate family
when either the employee or any member of the immediate
family begins the period of use of such quarters for
which a claim for reinbursement is made and the time

IrA



B-188005

shall run concurrently. The employee may occupy temporary
quarters at one location wh le members of the immediate
family occupy qusrters at another location. 'The period of
eligtbility shall terminate when the employee or any meCier
of his immediate family occupies permanent residence
quarters or when the allowable time limit expires, whichever
occurs first." (Emphasis added)

In the submission the certifying officer stated,

"While Para. 2-5.2f. would appear to preclude reimbursement,
we question whether it was the intent to deny an employee a
temporary quarters allowance at his old official station when
his family precedes him to the new official station due to
available housing and schools."

The rule with regard to the period of eligibility for temporary
quarters is that at the time the employee or any member of his immediate
family occupies new permanent residence quarters the eligibility terminates.
B-185983, Sept. 17, 1976. Mr. Dunavan in his letter of October 14, 1976,
to the USDA Office of Budget and Finance acknowledges that his family had
moved into permanent quarters in Sturgis, but. states his understanding
that so long as he did not claim subsistence for his family in the
permanent quarters he would be able to claim subsistence expenses at his
old duty station. Unfortunately, we cannot agree with Mr. DunavAn's
understanding of paragraph 2-5.2f. Under the regulation, it is clear that
an employee's eligibility is terminated at the time his family occupies
permanent quarters at the new duty station.

Accordingly, the voucher may not be certified for payment.

Deputz Comptroller in
of the United States
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