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Decision re: Glenn R, Dunavan; by Robert F. Keller, Deputy
Couptroller General.

Issue lgea: Personnel Nanagement and Coapensation: Compensation
(305).

contact: Cffice of the General Counsel: Civilian Personnel.

Budget Function: General Govarnaent: Central Personnel
sanagement (805},

Organizaticn Concerned: Department of Agriculture.

Authority: F,T.R. (FPMR 101-7), para. 2-5.2f. B-185983 (1976}.

Orris C. Huet, Authorized Certifying Officer, reqtiestel
a decision regarding a relocated employee's claim for temporary
quarters allowance at cld duty station when his fanily preceedel
hia to nev sgtation and occupied permanent quarters there,
Regulations terminate el.lgibility for this allowance when any
Renber of eaployee's family first occupies new perarnent
quarters. (Autkor/DJn}
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THE: COMPTROLLERN ODENERAL

DECIBION OFr THKE UNITED BTATES
WABHINGTAON, .C, ENOA4A W
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FILE: B-188005 DAYVE: Mey 19, 1977

MATTER OF. Glenn R, Dunavan - Temporary Quarters Expenses

DIGEST: Employee may not receive temporary quarters allowance
at old duty statiot. when his family preceded him to
new duty station and moved into permanent quarters
there, ZFTR para. 2~5.2f terminates eligibility for
temporary quarters allowance at time employee or any
member of his family first occupies new permanent
quarters. B-185983, September 17, 1976.

By a letter dated November 19, 1976, Ms. Orris C. Huet, an
authorized certifying officer. with the Natluna] Finance Center,
Department of Agriculture, requests an advance decision regnrdlng
the propriety of paying the reclaim voucher of Mr, Glena R. .Dunavan.
Mr, Dunavan claims $418.05 for expenses incurred while occupying
temporary quarters incident to a permanent change of duty station.

The record shows that Mr. Dunavan was issued a travel
auttiorization on January 27, 1976, for a change of duty station
from Huron to Sturgis, South Dakota. Mr. Dunavan moved his house-
hold goods .and family to Sturgis on February l4, 1976, because of
the availability of houaing at the time and the change of schools
by his children, He returned to Huron and did not enter c¢n duty at
Sturgis until March 14, 1976. Mr. Dunavan is claiming rei{mbursement
while accupying temporary quarters at Huron for the period February 17,
1976, through March 12, 1976,

Mr. Dunavan's claim for reimburaement of sutsistence expenses
while occupying temporary quarters was disallowed under para, 2-5,2f
of the Federa) Travel Regulatiors (FPMR 101-7, May 1973), because his
family was already in perm:nent quarters. Paragraph 2-5,2f provides
as followss

"In computing the langth ‘of time allowed for temporary
quarters at Government expense under the 30-or 60-day
limitations specified herein, such time will begin for
the employee and sll members of his immediate family
when either the employee or any member of the immediate
family begins the period of use of such quarters for
which a claim for reinbursement is made and the time
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shall run concurrently. The employee may occupy temporary
quarters at one location while members of the immediate
family occupy quevters at another locatiun, 'The period of
eligibility shall terminate when the employee or any member
of his immediate family occupies peimanent residence |
quarters or whien the allowable time limit expires, whichever
occurs first." (Emphasis added)

In the submission the certifying officer stated:

“While Para. 2-5.2f, would appear to preclude reimbursement,
we question whether it was the intent to deny an employee a
temporary quarters allnwance at his old official station when
his family precedes him to the new official station due to
available housing and schools."

The rule with regard to the period of eligibility for temporary
quarter3 is that at the time the employee or any member of his immediate
family occupies new permanent residence quarters the eligibility terminates.
B-185983, Sept. 17, 1976, Mr, Dunavan in his letter of October 14, 1976,
to the USDA Office of Budget and Finance acknowledges that his family had
moved inuto permanent quarters in Sturzis, bur states his understanding
that so long as he did not claim subgistence for his family in the
permanent quarters he would be able to claim subsistence expenses ar his
old duty station. Unfortunately, we cannot agree with Mr. Dunavan's
understanding of paragraph 2-5,2f. Undar the regulation, it is clear that
an employee's elipgibility is terminated at the time his family occupies
permancnt quarters at the new duty station.

Accordingly, the voucher may not be certified for payment.

Deputy Comptroll er&rgzﬁ .

of the United States
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