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[Home Leave--Unaccompanied Baggage Costs in Excess of Amount
Authorized). B-186135. Scptember 7, 1977. 2 pp.

Decision re: Facl A. Brown; by Rchert F. Keller, Deputy
Comptroller General.

Issue Area: Ferscnnel Manczyement and Compensation: Coapensation
(305) . . .

Contact: Office of the General Counsel: Civilian Personnel.

Budget Function: General Government: Cential Personnel
Management (80S!).

Ory anization Concerned: Drug Enforcement Administration.

Authority: 49 C.F.R. 1056.6,

The Office of the Ccntrcller of the Drug Enfoiceuent
Administration requzsted an advance decision yhéther*§p'elployee
may te relieved of the liability for part of the chdhgec;ﬁgr air
shipment of unaccompanied baggage in excess of Lhe 700 pounds
administratively authcrized incident to hofe leave. The agency
may rot relieve the employee of the liabdility for the costs of
shipring this baggage on the basis of the record presented.

(Author/SC)
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THE GON.PTHOLL'EW GENERAL.
OF THE UNITEO BTATES

WAEBHINGTDN, D.C. B2OEA4B8

PDECISION

FILE: B-1u613'5 : DATE: Septembtr 7, 1977

MATTEH OF: I‘aul A. Brown - Home Leave - Unacuompanied
Bagpage Costs in Exceas of Amount Authorized

DIGEST: Employee was authoilzed 700 pounds of air freight
as unaccompanied baggaue incident to home leave
travel. Agency on the record presented may not
relieve employee of liability for costs c¢f such
huggage in excnse cf 700 pounds.

The OFfice nf Controller, Drug Enloreemeur Admlnistratlon
(DEA), Department ol Ju°**ee requests a decisionias to whether

-Mx. Paul A, Brown, . eh emr.eyee orf DEA, may be refieved of ~.na

liability for that ran '3 the charges for the shipment by air
of unaccompanied baggagejin excess of the 70U pounds adminis-
tratively authorized iprident to home leave.

) "The reuord 3hows that on’ permanent change of: stgcion in
1970 from Beron, MeeLachurettr, to Bangkok ThaLlend”h.. Brown,
his "ife and two cliildren were authotized trave;, and lhe transg-
portstion expenses for the movement of 11,00 nounds uf household
goods end a p1ivare1y owned vehicle. On home leave authorization,
dated April 25, 1971 Mr. Brown was authorized air freight of
700 pounds at 175 pounds for each of the four personsjas un:
aecompanied baghoge from Bangkok to Boston and retarn.“ Whilr on
nome leave Mr.egrawn ehipped pereﬁnal cffects from Quincy,
Meseachvsetts. to Bangkok Thailand under Government bill of

+ lading Ko, E-1167513 for which DEA peid $148 93 to Noble R.

Steves, “Inc. (Steves), for the transportation of a net weight
of 805 pounds from Quincy, Massachusetts, to the airport in
East Boston, Massachusetts, and $1,447.24 to Pan Anerican World
Airways, Inc., for the transportation of a gross weight cf 970
pounds to Bangkok.

A« destination the Government bill of lading crvering the
unaocompanied baggage was recelpted for 970 pcunds, supported by
a receipt etechted by Lhe Administrative Assistant, American
Embesey, Bangkok, for 370 poundisr. Additionally, by unemorandum
of September 9, 1974, Mr. Brown was detarmined to be liable to
the United States for the excess weight,

f) lean.
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In a memoraniuw dated Pebrunry 28, 1975, to DEA, Mr. Brown
disputed the weight, alleging that each of the 19 items includad
in the shipmenc together with packirhy materisls and cardboard
boxus were weighed by Mr, Brown in the presesice of his wife and
another pevson, the wife of the special agent 1in Lhaxge at
Vientianc, Laos, and that they weighed 4&5 pounds, However, there
is no evidence of the accurascy of the scela uued Ly Mr. Brown.

As support for this weight Mr., Brown attempts to reconstruct the
weight from the irventory. But no weights are chuwn on the in-
ventory and the record does not jrndicate how the weights used for
each item are derlived.

On the other hand common carriers of houaeho‘d gooda by motor
vehicle usually arit required by regulation to i!ave the tare and
grous, weights detecmined by a certiftied weigh~mﬂste¢\or on a
certified scale. Sece, e.r., 49 C.F.R, § 1056.6 (1Y72). Contrary
. the nsllegation in a letter of January 21, 1976 - from the at-
torney for Mr. Brown, the original weigﬂt crrtificate, cthowiny a

. gross weight of 970 pnunds, a tare welght Of 165 pounds and a. ..

derived net weight ¢f 805 pounds, is identified with the nhipment
I, the wame "Brown'' in the upper, le’ -hand corner and the Govern-
menc hill of ladiiiy numer (E—JJ67513) in the upper right-hand
corner, Mo, Brown apparenrlﬂ had been furrished with a duplicate
of the veight certificate which did not hear these notations.

The gross and net weights ara further supported by the receints
executed by the Amarican Enbassy in Bingkok.

Lq the present record the evideuce presented by Mr. Browa
is {netfficient to challenge thﬂ official scale weights of the
carrier, and based on thoee wdlghts DEA would aot be justified
in relieving Mr. Brown of liability for any excess weight.
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Deputy Conptroller nner
of the United 3tates






