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5 FILE: B-1.89175 DATE: September 5, 1978

MATTER OF: Harvey W. Neeley

DIGEST:

Solicitation for aircraft spare parts was
issued solelyt ' to one firm as only approved
source for items and firm failed to subr:sit
offer under solicitation. Since time for
submission of offers has expired and no
award will be made to any firm under sol.ci-
tation, protest of solicitation on the grounds
that certain items should have been competi-
tivaly procured is moot.

Harvey W. NceleyC(Neeley) protests the procurement
policies and procedures employed by the Oklahoma City
Air Loqistics Center under solicitation No. F34601-77-
1111087. The procurement was for TF-41 aircraft engine
parts, and the solicitation was issued solely to General
Motors, Detroit Diesel Allison Division (Allison) as the
only approved source for the items.

In addition to protesting the specific solicitation
on the grounds'that many of the items proposed to6,be
procured solely from Allisoin, on a restricted basis should
be procured competitively, ikceley also requests our Office
to examine the Air Force's practice of coding spare parts
for the purpose or determining the degree of competition,
if any, applicable to the procurement (Procurement Method
Coding) as unduly restrictive of competition.

We understand from the Air Force, however, that
Allison never submitted an offer under the solicitation,
and since the period for submission of offers has expired,
no award to any firm will be mad3 under the solicitation.
The protest of the solicitation is therefore moot. We do
note in passi,- r however, that our Office, after caref'il
consideration, has specifically approved the Air Force'5
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coding practice protested by leetey of procuring
spare parts by, use of the ays t,2k of "approved
sources" as contemplatedl Ln Arnied Services Pro-
curesnent Regulation i 1- 3313() (L976 ad.). See
Mercor Products & ManufactL uciz-Co., B-18G341,
B1y 25, 1977, 77-5 CPD 45,

Wle recognize that the pcotester is generally
concerned that the Air rorcc0 may be improperly
issuing solicitations on a ces3trtctec basis for
aircraft spare parts as a result of improper assign-
ment of restrictive codes to certain items under its
system of "approved sourcea'0 3 n this regard, the
protester requests our 0f) ice to investigate the
Air Force's coding pract~Lce to determine whether
misuse of the system has occuxred We believe,
however, that these allegations are properly for con-
sideration under our audit: cuview function rather
than in the contevy: of a 1J16Iprotest. Aocotdtngly,
we are re taining - information generated by this
protest for possible use Enl ainy audit which may be
undertaken of the Air Yore s procurement practices.

The protest is dislnisgeC3.

-Paul G. Dmbling
General Counsel




