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MATTiER OF: hirold R. Jordan - Travel e4penses - Escort
tor minor child traveling by air

V. .DISST: The wife and. two 16 iuonth-olcl twins oC,;a trans-
ferred Nptjonal Park Service empioye6' triaeled
1 if - r ffe distance between the old and new
statiori4 pritor to the employee's travel. Airline
regulations required an adult to acenipany each! child under 2 years of age.' Althou h the employee

- wa r49 6t specifically authorized air fare for an
at t(ebdant to accompany the secohd twin, he may be
reimbursed for such air tare since it may be
attributed to the child. M.K. Farnsworth, B-183563,
May 4, 1976.

lTtis actiojn concerns thq request or Ms. Arlene Tatigian,
HReio Finance Oficerj-Watto'nl'Park Service, Department of the
Itaterior, form adecision whether Jarold R. Jordan, an employee of
%the Service, may be reimiuised the airline fare or an attendant for
ope ofr Mr. Jordan's 16 month6old Win sons. The travel expense was
l'incutted incident to Mr. Jdidain!s transfer from Salina, Kansas, to
Frtdricksburg, Virginia, effective June 19, 1977.
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f2r. Jordan was authorized trawVl for himself and transportation

for 'his immediate family by conmon carrier or 'privately owned vehicle.
Mrs's Jordan and the 16 month-bld twins traveled par't of the distance
be t een';the old dnd new stations by competicil airline prior to
Mri IJordan Is travel. The cost fSr therittendast; was incurred dUe

V tol"airline r'tgulations 2Mich re4rire1qiei t infants (children uirAer
2 +ears ofuage) be seatediwith an fccovlpanyihg adult. The.attendant
who flew with Mrs. Jordan was responsible for, and did in fact, hold
one of the Jordans'. infant sons during the course of the flight.
Mid. Jordan's entitlement to reimburhment in the amount of $114, the I

coat of the airfare for the attendant,is questioned since such

lzation or the Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7) (Play 1973).

In our, deci.i!on'1n M"K.EnFarn'sworith, B-183563, May'74, 1976, we
held that'a2transter+ed-cnDloyee migw rbe'reimbursed Xhe cost of an

-I airline ticket Cor\the a't ?dnt of the employee's 16 month-old
',*'' xdaughter whose travel had been delayed because of illness. The

rationale for our' holding was that without the accompanyivng adult,
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infant children cannot fly alrd, thus, the cqst or \the ticket for
the adult attendant Pmay be attributable topthe tAvel of the child.
In the instant case Mrs. Jorda6 and the children traveled at a dif-
ferent time thani Mr. Jordan. This is permissible under tvteFederal
Travel Regulations, See FTR para. Since fra. Jordan had 
twin infant children End each was required by aitline regulations
to be accompanied by an adult, it was necessary to obtain an 'httend-
ant for the second twin in connection with the air travel. Under
the circumstances in this case we believe the airline tare for the
attendant gay be attributed to the infant child.

Accordingly, we conclude that Mr. Jordan may be reimbursed the
air fare of the attendant if such reimbursement is otherwise nroper,

Acting Comptroller General
of the United States
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