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MAT'II"E:;;&DF: Fhrold R. JOrdan - Travel ei,penaea - Escort
for minor child traveling bv air

/

DIGEST: The wif‘e and two 16 month-old twins of‘\a trans-

‘ferred. Nat;onal ‘Park Service empioyeo traveled .

pt of tPe distance between the old and new
et.at.ione prtor to the employee's travel. Airline
regulations required an adplt to afrnmpary each
'child under 2 years of age. . Although the employee

- wag Qot opeclrically authorized air fare for an
at endanu to accompany the second tain, he may be
reimbursed for such air fare since it may be
attribuied to the child. M,.K. Farnsworth, B-183563,

May 4, 1976.

\

‘ Tpie action concerns the “equeet or Ms. Arlene Tebigian,
Regio !1 Finance Officer, - National Park Service Department of the
Interior, for a decision whether 'Harold . R. Jordan, an employee of

the Service, mey be reimbursed the airline fare of an attendant for

ope of Mr, Jordan's 16 month 0ld twin sons. The travel expense was

'incurred incident to Mr., Jordan's transfer from Salina, Karsas, to

Fredricksburg, Virginia, effective June 19, 1977.

"Mr. Jordan was authorized travel for himself and transportation
for' 'his imediate family by common carriér or privately owned vehicle.
Mre. Jordan and ‘the 16 month-=6ld twins traveled part of the distance

reen the old and new stations by commerical airlihe prior to
Mp!' Jordan's travel. The cost fip the Jittendarit was incurred due
to‘airline regulations which reqhire that infants (children unoer
2 years ot\age) be seated with an Accompanying adult. The. 'attendant

who flew with Mrs, Jordan was responsible for, and did in fact, hold
one of the 'ordans' infant sons during the course of the rlight.

Mi*, Jordan's entitlement to reimburument in the amount of $114, the
coat of the airfare for the attendant, is questioned since such
expense #n.not specifically authorized by Mr. Jordan's travel author-
ization or the vederal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101=7) (May 1973).

In oun, decis'on in M K. Farnsworth B-183563 May'/4 1976, we
held, that' altransrerred‘emoloyee might be reimbursed ‘-he cost of an
airline ticret for‘the a*tZidant of the employee's 16 month-old
daughter whose travel had been délayed because of illness. The
rationale for our hoiding was that without the accompanyii,x adult,

THE COAMPTRAOLLERA OENERAL 72,

.




B~191284 - L

o ' - A Rt * R )’ ’ a
infant children cannot fly &hd, thus, the cot of the ticket fop,
the adult attendant may be attributable to .the travel of the child.
In the instant case Mrs, Jordan.and the children traveled at a dif-
ferent time than Mr. Jordan. .This is permissible under the. Federal
Travel Regulations, See FTR para. 2-2.2, Since Mrs. Joraan had
twin infant children &nd eacl. was required by airline regulations
t.o be accompanied by an adult, it was necessary to obtain an-attend-
ant for the second twin in connection with the air travel. Under
the circumstances in this case we believe the airline fare for the

attendant may be attributed to the infant child,

Accordingly, we conelude thatiﬂr. Jordan may be reimbursed the
alr fare of the attendint if such reimbursement is otherwise proper,
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Acting Comptroller General
of the United States
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