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DIGEST;

Protest thit firm was denied opportunity
to compete, filed with GAO niorvn than 10
working days after protester reveived
notification ofr award to another tirrm
is untimely and not for considecrtion
on the merits,

International Systems, Inc. (International) pro-
tests the award of a contract for software programs
by the Department of Commerce to Decislon and Design,
Inc. We dismiss the protest as untimely.

On February 1, 1982, Inteunational responded to a
Commerce Business Daily synopsis by submitting capa-

. bility information about its software program to the
agency, On Mari'h 1, the protester telephoned the
contracting offAcer and' was told that a solicitation
was being prepared and (hat Inturnational would be
mailed a copy, On April; 12, the contracting officer,

.4" returning an April 7 telophone call.of the protester,
;J, advised International that an award had been made to

Decision and Design, Inc. International requested
a debriefing, which has still not been hold.

The protester's complaint is that it never received
a copy of the solicitation and was improperly excluded51t' from competing. Section 21,2(b)(2) of our Bid Protest
Procedures, 4 C.F.R. S 21.2(b)(2) (1981), requires that
a protest be received in our Office not later than 10
working days after the basis for protest is known or
should have been known, whichever is earlier. See Faber
Enterprises, Inc., B-204612, September 22, 1981, 8l-2(?t3 (SD 241. On April 12, International was informed that
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award had been made to another firm, At this time,
despite the request for a debriefing, we believe
International becamf jware of the basis for its protest
and was consequentk iquired to file its protest within
10 days thereafter. However, International's protest
was not received in our Office until May 7, 1982, and
therefore is untinmely.

The protest is dismissed,

Harry R. Van Clov'e
Acting General Counsel




