
DECISION 
T H l  COMPTROLLER OLINCRA, 
O F  T H E  UNITLTO 8TAT.a 2 & 3 ~ <  
W A S H I N B T O N .  D . C .  2 0 6 4 8  

‘ItE: B-212989 DATE: September 21, 1983 

MATTER OF: B e l l  & H o w e l l  Datatape D i v i s i o n  

DIGEST: 

Where a n  o p t i o n  is e x e r c i s a b l e  a t  t h e  
d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  G o v e r n n e n t ,  t h e  d e c i -  
s i o n  w h e t h e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  o p t i o n  is a 
matter o f  c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which  
GAO w i l l  n o t  r e v i e w  u n d e r  i t s  b i d  p ro tes t  . 
f u n c t i o n s  . 
B e l l  & H o w e l l  Datatape D i v i s i o n  protests  t h e  f a i l -  

u r e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  Anny t o  e x e r c i s e  a n  o p t i o n  
to e x t e n d  i t s  c o n t r a c t  N o .  DAAD07-82-C-0165. B e l l  E, 
H o w e l l  c i t e s  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  past  
y e a r  and many o t h e r  r e a s o n s  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  b e l i e f  t h a t  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  option would be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  
of the  Governzen t .  

Where t h e  o p t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  of a c o n t r a c t  is e x e r c i s -  
able a t  t h e  sole d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Government ,  we w i l l  
n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  incumben t  c o n t r a c t o r ’ s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
the acjenoy s h o u l d  e x e r c i s e  t h e  o p t i o n .  Whether  to  do  
so is a na t t e r  of c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which  is o u t -  
s i d e  t h e  scope of o u r  kJid protest  f u n c t i o n s .  T h a c k e r  
C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o . ,  B-208370,  Sep tember  2 4 ,  1982 ,  82-2 CPD 
276 .  \?e a s s u m e - t h a t  i n  t h i s  case,  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  
op t ion  is s o l e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  G i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
o f f i c e r  as  c o n t e m p l a t e d  hy Defense  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  
1-1500 (1976 e d . ) .  s e l l  k H o w e l l  d o e s  n o t  al lege o t h e r -  
wise. 

-- 

* 
The protest  is  d i s m i s s e d .  

A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  Counse l  




