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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20340 : 393
526NN N AUG 8- 1969
m‘ ‘4 s. m
Anthorized Certifying otricer

purean of Reclamation '
tnited States Department of the Interior
gecramento, californis 95325

| nurllr. mcn:_

. We refer to your letter of Juse 3, 1969, your reference 2-363,
by vhich you request cur advance decision whether you may properly
cortify for payment the enclosed voucher of Mr. Eerl L. Briggs to
reimburse him othervise allowable axpenses involved in his move
from 1,08 Ppanos, Culifoxnim, to Clovis, Californie, subsequent %o
his transfer fyom Los Banos to Tranqulliity, Califoraia, as ap
w«mwermum,wofmm

" Be. Briggs’ tmfermeffeetiwrebmry25, 1968. He remmined
Los Benoa commiting the 45 miles to Tranmguillity on a daily besis
t1l about February 14; 1969, vhen be epparently moved to a residence
be was in the process of buying in Clovis. Mr. Briggs says that the
wove was caused by the fact that he did not sell his
idence in Los pancs until Pebruary 1969, although he had listed it
0 - ! You eay that Wr. Briggs'
residence in Clovis is locatedSl-mi_J.aamyfmmuillity.'
! _ distence to and fram his new resi-
dence than he 414 to and froa his 0ld residence. In the circumstences
move to Clovia mey be considered as resulting
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' gection 1.3 ‘a/frmmu of the Buﬂsﬁt circular No. A-56 as amended
by Transmittal Mesorandum Mo. 1, April 7, 1967, vhich was in force at
thntininquntimyrwidadinpeﬂimtpart:

'whanthaold‘mgwpstsofautymwithin
different official stations bul sre ocnly a short
dstapce apart and vithin the same genersl local or

expenses and applicadble allowances in comnection
vith the employee's ‘Telocation of his resldence may
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be authorized only when the agency determines that the
relocation was incident to the tranafer of official
station. guch asteraination should teke into coosidera-
tion such factors as commuting time and distance between
the employeets residence at the time of notification of
trensfer and his old and new posts of duty as vell as the
commting time and distance between a proposed new resi-~ e
dence and the nev post of duly. Ordioerily, & relocation
of residence should not be considered as incident to a :
transfer of afficial station unless the cne-way cammuting

distance from the old residence to the new post of duty

is at least 10 miles grester than from the old residence

to the old post of duty. %vem them, eircumstances

surrounding a particular case, €.g., relative commiting

time, may suggest that the move of residence was not

incldent to the change of official stlti.on."r :

lndonoteomidorthemquirmtorthatmtiontotheerrect
that an mmployee mey be reimbursed expenses of moving his residence
onlywhenthamcisthemultorhistmnafermbeinglhdtedto
cases of trapsfers involving s short distence. The words “general
local or mtrppol_itnn area” are considered to be descriptive rather
than restrictive, Thus, 4B any case vhere the agency finds that an
-plw'smmmtnhte&tommrer,ﬂwmtsofsueh
muymubmebytheawmt.

In this case we viev as part:l.cnlarly pertimnt the fact that
Mr. Briggs attempted to sell his residence vhich wes located at his
old officisl etation at the time he was transferred. We note further
 that the ssle and purchase of residences and the move of hig house-
hold effects all tock place shortly after e buyer for the residence
at the old official statiom was found, In the circumstances we would
- ot gquestion an adnintstrative determinatlion that Mr. priggs’ move
vay the result of his transfer to Tranquillity, In . comnection
;u generally ‘the decisiomn 3-163955 , mdl 1k, 1969 & B copy. of which
& enclosed, - '

As indicated on the mo.her the costs mvolved An the purchase
of ths residence at Clovis sy not be allowed because settlement of
the purchase trsansaction did not takeplaceuntﬂm than one year
after, the sffective date of the employee's transfer. See section
h.4%f Ci.rmhxf Wo. A-56, Revised, October 12, 1966.
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papers Ay be cerbified for payment if othervise corvect subject to
mmmmwawmwmm .
Sineerely yours,

R. P. Reller

Acting Comptroller General
" 'of the United Btates






