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T h i r d  low b i d d e r  p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  l o w  b i d  
shou ld  be r e j e c t e d  is a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  
under G A O ' s  Bid Protest  P rocedures  where t h e  
second l o w  b i d  h a s  e x p i r e d .  

Agency d i d  n o t  abuse  i ts  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  
de t e rmin ing  t h a t  it may a c c e p t  low b i d  f o r  
s p o r t s  o f f i c i a t i n g  s e r v i c e s  from o rgan iza -  
t i o n  i t  r e g a r d s  as s u b s t a n t i a l l y  owned or 
c o n t r o l l e d  by government employees where 
p r i c e  of o t h e r  b i d d e r  is 38 p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  
and i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  same i n d i v i d u a l s  would 
per form t h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  p a r t - t i m e  work 
r e g a r d l e s s  of  w h i c h  b i d d e r  was awarded t h e  
c o n t r a c t .  

A b i d  submi t t ed  by a f o r - p r o f i t  commercial 
concern  may be un reasonab ly  h igh ,  even i f  
shown to  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l ec t  t h e  costs unique 
to  t h a t  b i d d e r  p l u s  a moderate  p r o f i t ,  i f  
t h e  marke tp l ace  which i n c l u d e s  n o n p r o f i t  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  can  s a t i s f y  t h e  government 's  
needs f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  less--here, 38 per-  
cent .  

Protest  t h a t  per formance  of s p o r t s  o f f i c i a t -  
i n g  s e r v i c e s  by a c t i v e  d u t y  m i l i t a r y  and by 
c i v i l i a n  government p e r s o n n e l  would v i o l a t e  
d u a l  compensat ion laws is den ied  where  
p r o t e s t e r  h a s  n o t  m e t  its burden of  p roof .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A l l i a n c e  of Spor t s  O f f i c i a l s  (IASO) 
p r o t e s t s  t h e  award o f  a contract  t o  Twin S t a t e s  A t h l e t i c  
O f f i c i a l s  Association under  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  
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