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Clain of Captain Andre G. La¥itte, French Alr TForce

DIGEST: : :
Claim of French Adr Force officer for value of property

stolen from car vhile traveliag from temporary duty post
to Air Force Academy 18 not of such extraordinary nature
as to be properly submitted to Congress under Heritorious -
ClaimsAct, 31 U.S.C. § 236.

By letter dated April 22, 1975, the Office of the Judge Advocate
General, Department of the Air Force, forwarded & claim for §5,063,.99
by Captain Andre G. LaFitte, & French Air Porce ofiicer essigned to
the United States Air Force Academy, for our consideration under the
provisions of the so-called Heritorious Clsims Act of 1528, 31 U.S.C.
§ 236. The eclain ig for the value of personel property stolen from
Captein LaFitte's sutomobile while parked onm a street in Ronita
Springe, Florida, when he was returning to the Alr Force Acadeny from
tenporary duty st Lom bstcud Air Feorce Lzse, Florida.

The Hilitary Personnsel and Civilian Employees' Claims Let oF
1964, 31 U.S.C. 5§ 240-243; vhich prevideg for payment of clais
for loze of personzl property ingildent to service, is applicable
only to employecs of the Unitoed Ststes (overnmeat. Accordingly,
there 16 no legal basis for pzyment of the claim., The eritoricus
Claims Act provides that when a claim against the United States is
filed in this Cffice that may not be lawfully paid frem epprepriated
funds, but which claim in our judsgment contains such elements of
equity as to be deserving of the consideration of the Congress, it
shall be submitted to the Congress with our recommendsations, The
repedy is an extraordinary one and its use iz limited to extra-
ordingry circumstances.

We do not consider the claim to be of this extraordinary nature.
While we appreciste the perious material less which has been suffered,
there are unfortunostely numerous other cases where c{ficizl and
unofficial visitcre to this country have had personal property stolon
from them, and it would not be reasonable to espect that a2ll such
losses would be redressed through congressional appropriation.

There does not appear to be any. Tegson to treat this case a8 a
special exception,
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For the sbove reasons, we do not believe that the claim should be

reported to the Congress for consideration pursuant to the Meritorious
Clsine Act of 1928. :

g.r.mmz}?

Actng Comptroller Gemeral
of the United States






