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May 7, 1996 

The Honorable Orrin Hatch 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 

The Honorable Fred Thompson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Youth Violence 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 

As part of your consideration of issues related to the reauthorization of the Office 
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), you asked us to provide 
information on new discretionary grants awarded for fiscal years 1993 through 1995. 
This letter responds to your request for this information. Specifically, we are 
providing you with a list of ail the discretionary grants and grantees and 
descriptions of each award, the proposed project period as of March 1996, and 
award amounts as of March 1996. In instances where more than one grant was 
awarded for the same project over the period of our review, we combined award 
amounts and project descriptions. (See enc. I.) 

RESULTS IN BRIEF 

For fiscal years 1993 through 1995, OJJDP data showed that it awarded 162 new 
discretionary grants. Funded projects covered a variety of program areas, including 
(1) research on juvenile justice issues; (2) demonstration projects testing new 
approaches to delinquency prevention, treatment, and intervention; (3) training and 
technical assistance to juvenile justice practitioners; and (4) a mix of these 
activities. Grantees included colleges and universities, state and local government 
offices, and nonprofit organizations. All geographic regions of the nation were 
represented. The proposed project periods for the 162 awards made during this 
period ranged from 1 year to 9 years, with the average period running 2 years. The 
highest individual award amount was about $3.1 million for a 3-year project of the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children to provide the following 
services: a toll-free hotline, case management, case analysis, legal technical 
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assistance, publication development and dissemination, media relations, nonprofit&ate 
clearinghouse liaison, on-line information network, photo distribution, and age 
progression. The smallest award amount was $31,448 for an l&month project of the 
California Department of Justice to research, publish, and disseminate a law 
enforcement manual containing federal and state laws relating to missing children. 
The grant was also to fund the development of a training program and 13 training 
sessions to provide information about various missing children issues. We did not 
calculate an average award amount because some of the new grants awarded during 
our review period were incomplete and were scheduled to have other funds awarded 
in future fiscal years. 

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 

OJJDP provided us with a list of all new discretionary grants awarded during fiscal 
years 1993 through 1995. We reviewed the official file for each of these grants using a 
data collection instrument to collect descriptive information. 

We did our work between November 1995 and April 1996 in accordance with generally 
accepted government auditing standards. 

AGENCY COMMENTS 

On April 22, 1996, we requested agency comments from the Attorney General or her 
designee on a draft of this letter. OJJDP staff reviewed the draft letter and generally 
agreed with the information presented. We have incorporated their technical 
comments where appropriate. 

We are sending copies of this letter to the OJJDP Administrator. Copies will also be 
made available to others upon request. 
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The major contributors to this letter are listed in enclosure II. Please contact me at 
(202) 512-8777 if you or your staff have any questions. 

La&ie E. Ekstrand 
Associate Director, 

Justice Issues 
of 

Enclosures - 2 
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ENCLOSURE II ENCLOSURE II 

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS LETTER 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT DMSION. WASHINGTON. D.C. 

Weldon McPhail, Assistant Director, Administration of Justice Issues 
Deborah A. fiorr, Project Manager 
Patricia J. Scanlon, Deputy Project Manager 
Dennise R. Stickley, Staff Evaluator 
Charlotte A. Moore, Reports Analyst 

(182016) 
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Ordering Information 

The first copy of each GAO report and testimony is free. 
Additional copies are $2 each. Orders should be sent to the 
following address, accompanied by a check or money order 
made out to the Superintendent of Documents, when 
necessary. VISA and MasterCard credit cards are accepted, also. 
Orders for 100 or more copies to be mailed to a single address 
are discounted 25 percent. 

Orders by mail: 

U.S. General Accounting Office 
P.O. Box 6015 
Gaithersburg, MD 208846015 

or visit: 

Room 1100 
700 4th St. NW (corner of 4th and G Sts. NW) 
U.S. General Accounting Office 
Washington, DC 

Orders may also be placed by calling (202) 5X&6000 
or by using fax number (301) 2534066, or TDD (301) 413-0006. 

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly available reports and 
testimony. To receive facsimile copies of the daily list or any 
list from the past 30 days, please call (202) 512-6000 using a 
touchtone phone. A recorded menu will provide information on 
how to obtain these lists. 

For information on how to access GAO reports on the INTERNET, 
send an e-mail message with “info” in the body to: 

info&vww.gao.gov 
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