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May 15, 1996 

The Honorable William V. Roth, Jr. 
Chairman, Committee on Finance 
United States Senate 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program, which is 
administered by the Social Security Administration (SSA), 
provides cash benefits to disabled children who live in 
families with low incomes and limited resources. Because 
SSA does not publish information on the proportion of 
children in each state who receive SSI, we are providing 
this information to you in response to your request. 

To develop this information, we obtained the SSI enrollment 
data from SSA and the general population data for mid-1994 
from the Bureau of the Census, which has the most recent 
data available on state population by age. Our work was 
done in May 1996 in accordance with generally accepted 
government auditing standards. 

In summary, the states with the largest populations also 
have the highest numbers of children on SSI--New York, 
California, Texas, Florida, and Illinois. However, the 
highest proportions of children on SSI are found in less 
populated states--Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Alabama, Kentucky, the District of Columbia, and West 
Virginia. The enclosure ranks the states according to the 
proportion of their population under 18 that received SSI 
in mid-1994. 

We provided SSA a draft of this letter and incorporated 
technical comments where appropriate. 
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If you have any questions about the information, please 
contact me on (2021512-7215. Other major contributors are 
Cynthia Bascetta and Ellen Habenicht. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jane L. Ross 
Director, Income Security Issues 

Enclosure 
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ENCLOSURE ENCLOSURE 

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION UNDER 18 RECEIVING 
FEDERALLY ADMINISTERED SSI AS OF JUNE 30, 1994 

reaprents 
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ENCLOSURE ENCLOSURE 
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State 

:daho 

Lhode Island 

Jew Jersey 

lassachusetts 

:owa 

?exas 

Iermont 
:olorado 

Jontana 

irizona 

qebraska 

daryland 

3regon 

Yaine 

Washington 

California 

Wyoming 

Minnesota 

Nevada 

Utah 

North Dakota 

Connecticut 

New Hampshire 

Alaska 

Hawaii 

United States 

Number of SSI State population Percentage 
recipients under 18 receiving SSI 

3,178 339,303 0.94 

2,221 239,818 0.93 

17,878 1,930,491 0.93 

13,128 1,423,765 0.92 

6,595 728,983 0.90 

47,707 5,301,421 0.90 

1,212 145,562 0.83 
7,895 970,049 0.81 

1,918 237,448 0.81 

9,124 1,138,831 0.80 

3,464 441,624 0.78 

9,456 1,262,932 0.75 

5,689 782,456 0.73 

2,172 305,687 0.71 
9,986 1,407,649 0.71 

60,879 8,677,370 0.70 

950 137,417 0.69 

8,303 1,240,342 0.67 

2,206 375,748 0.59 

3,905 671,946 0.58 

987 171,560 0.58 

4,212 788,120 0.53 

1,313 291,581 0.45 

748 191,325 0.39 

739 304,114 0.24 

797,034a 68,018,112 1.17 

=Total includes 5 children whose state of residence is unknown. 

Sources: GAO analysis of data from SSA's Office of Research and Statistics and 
the Bureau of the Census. 

(106513) 
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Ordering Information 

The first copy of each GAO report and testimony is free. 
Additional copies are $2 each. Orders should be sent to the 
following address, accompanied by a check or money order 
made out to the Superintendent of Documents, when 
necessary. Orders for 100 or more copies to be mailed to a 
single address are discounted 25 percent. 

Orders by mail: 

U.S. General Accounting Office 
P.O. Box 6015 
Gaithersburg, MD 20884-6015 

or visit: 

Room 1100 
700 4th St. NW (corner of 4th and G Sts. NW) 
U.S. General Accounting Office 
Washington, DC 

Orders may also be placed by calling (202) 512-6000 
or by using fax number (301) 258-4066, or TDD (301) 413-0006. 

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly available reports and 
testimony. To receive facsimile copies of the daily list or any 
list from the past 30 days, please call (202) 512-6000 using a 
touchtone phone. A recorded menu will provide information on 
how to obtain these lists. 

For information on how to access GAO reports on the INTERNET, 
send an e-mail message with “info” in the body to: 

info@www.gao.gov 
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